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From the Gospel Advocate. 

Bishop Griswold’s Address to the eighth Con- 
ventien of the Eastern Diocese, ut Wind- 
sor, in Vermont, September 25, 1823.* 
Once more, Christian friends, does the 

Lord’s goodness, in permitting the con- 
vention of this diocese to assemble, under 
circumstances of continued prosperity, 
and increasing hopes, demand the renewal 
of our gratitude and praise. The Lord’s 
work in our hands, ina general view; is 
yet advancing; and the portion of his vine- 
yard, committed to our oversight and care; 
still enjoys the smiles of his kind protect. 
ing providence. The general state of 
these churches, however, differs so little 
from what it was the last year, that, in dis- 
charging this duty which our canons as- 
sign me, it is not necessary to be so parti- 
culiar as on some former occasions. The 
changes, whether calamitous or favourable, 
which have occurred, and those of my of: 
ficial transactions more generally interest- 
ing, it will be proper to notice. 

During the last vear the numbers con- 
firmed in our churches have been un- 
usually small. We have frequent cause, 
and never more than on the present oc- 
casion, to notice and lament the too 
general neglect among our people to 
avail themselves of those comforting testi- 
monials of God’s mercy and salvation so 
graciously offered in the ordinances of 
Christianity. The evil originates, no doubt, 
in a want of regard for its holy doc- 
trines; in too great indifferency respect- 
ing the one thing needful. At the present 
season, there is, generally speaking, less 
appearance of pious zeal, and concern for 
the spirituality of religion, than at some 
former seasons; but the Lord, we trust, has 
vet among us a faithful, praying people. 

A few only have been ordained to the 
sacred ministry. Messrs. Elijah Brainard, 
Lot Jones, John West, Theodore Edson, 
and William T. Potter, have been adimit- 
ted to the order of deacons; and the Rev. 
Alfred L. Baury has been ordained a pres- 
byter. To the list of candidates for holy 
orders have been added the names of 
Daniel L. B. Goodwin, Benjamin C. C. Par- 
ker, Charles Dresser, Joseph 8. Covell, 
Ethan Allen, and Henry W. Dncachet. 
Respecting the gentleman last mentioned, 
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it will be proper, both fot information, 
and to prevent misapprehension, to state, 
that, during the greater part of a year, he 
was a candidate in the diocese of New- 
York. A short time before the meeting 
of the General Convention last May, I re- 
ceited an official notification from the bi- 
shop of that diocese, that he had refused 
to give Mr. Ducachet orders. Our canons 
do not, in such case, prohibit an applica- 
tion elsewhere; and he applied to the 
standing committee of the state of Rhode- 
Island, requesting to be admitted as a 
candidate here. That standing commit- 
tee, consisting of eight respectable and 
jadicious members, all met in council on 
this difficult and interesting question, and 
gave it, L have good reason to believe, a 
faithful examination. I had previously 
written to the bishop of New-York, in- 
forming him of Mr. Ducachet’s application 
to this diocese, and requesting a statement 
of the objections against his receiving or- 
ders. A long, particular, and very friendly 
answer was promptly returned. This cor- 
respondence has also been laid before the 
standing committee. Mr. Ducachet pro- 
duced abundant testimonials to his talents, 
piety, good forals, and respectability of 
character. With a view to the Christian 
ministry he had relinquished a successful 
practice in an honourable profession. The 
ground upon which he was rejected was 
violence of temper, and his having used 
language injurious to the character of in- 
dividuals. Some instances of this not to 
be justified, were produced; but not, in 
the judgment of our standing committee, 
to adegree which ought to debar him from 
being admitted as a candidate for the mi- 
nistry in this diocese. He was accordingly 
recommended ; seven of the committee 
signed his testimonials. He is not ordain- 
ed, but received as other candidates, on 
probation; should any reason hereafter 
appear why he ought not to receive orders, 
they will be duly considered. 

I desire, also, it may be distinctly, and 
very carefully understood, that in thus re- 
ceiving him as a candidate, there is not in- 
tended, and ought not to be implied, any 
manner of censure or even disapprobation 
of what was done by the ecclesiastical au- 
thority in the other diocese. The highly 
respectable bishop, who presides there, 
undoubtedly did what he conscientiously 
believed the honour of the Ghurch and 

13 

















98 Bishop Griswold’s Address to the Conventtiozi 


the cause of religion required; and very 
possibly has acted a wiser part than my- 
self. This case is becoming publick and 
well known. If in any thing I have done 
wrong, I can, by such misconduct, injure 
no character but my own. There may be 
reasons for refusing a man orders in one 
diocese, which are not of equal weight in 
another. And that men should diifer in 
judgment is one of the most common 
things in life. A number of judges who 
hear a cause, with the same evidence of 
facts, and the same arguments of counsel 
before them, are often in their decisions 
divided, and, in many cases, equally di- 
vided. Each one acts conscientiously ac- 
cording to his own best judgment, with- 
out designing or even thinking of any cen- 
sure upon the opinions of those who judge 
differently And I can truly say that 
should our brethren, in any other diocese, 
judge that one who had been rejected in 
this, might be useful in the ministry 
among them, and should ordain him, I 
pr be pleased, rather than offended ; 
should sincerely pray that he might not 
disappoint their expectations, and should 
rejoice to hear of his well doing 
During the sitting of the last General 
Convention, with reference to this case, 
the opinion of the house of bishops was 
requested. From what was said on the 
subject I was the rather inclined to the 
course which I have since pursued. The 
residing bishop, whose opinion is always 
Piehly, and very justly esteemed, stated in 
writing his view of the general question; 
but not in such terms, or under such sup- 
posed circumstances, as, in my apprehen- 
sion, to include the present case. In all 
the cases he put, it was supposed that the 
second bishop applied to is to be a judge 
of the other’s conduct; he views it as 
“ predicating an ordination on the ground 
of the unreasonable severity, and, as it 
would be termed, tyranny, of another bi- 
shop.” In such a case my judgment would 
coincide with his. But such is not my 
view of the present case. Iam not called, 
nor am [ authorized to judge of the prin- 
ciples, ow character, or official conduct of 
another bishop. My part in this business 
is not to decide whether Mr. Ducachet 
ought to have been ordained in another 
diocese; but whether he may with pro- 
priety be received as a candidate ia this. 
Permit me, then, to repeat that I do not, 
and that I ought not, to judge, nor do I 
in this case entertain any opinion contrary 
to Christian charity, respecting the “hete- 
rodoxy or injustice of a brother bishop.” 
With such a view of the case, 1 see no 
need of *‘ taking the advice of some bro- 
ther bishops” farther than I have done. 
Their advice on this and every important 
point will ever be heard by me with plea- 
sure, and, I trust, respectfully, and duly 
eegarded. If Mr. Ducachet were now or- 
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dained, on the score of his being or having 
been a candidate in the other diocese, the 
case would be materially different; but, 
as the case is, he is received on trial, and, 
like other candidates, to be ordained or 
not, as he is found worthy. 

‘This, undoubtedly, is a question of some 
importance; and must be decided with 
impartial regard to ecclesiastical disci- 
pline, and to the characterand claims of an 
individual. We must respect the honour 
of the Church, that we neither bring it 
into contempt by enervating its just au- 
thority, nor gite countenance to the pre- 
judice which unhappily exists respecting 
its arbitrary exercise of power. Chiefly 
must we regard the interests of religion; 
the prosperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
The utmost vigilance should unquestion- 
ably be used respecting the character and 
qualifications of those admitted to holy 
orders ‘This requires not only the exer- 
cise of all the wisdom given us, but we 
are devoutly te pray the Lord of the har- 
vest to send such labourers, as he ap- 
proves: we must Icok in faith and earnest 
supplication to him, who knows and rules 
the hearts of men. No Christian is autho- 
rized to hope, nor ought he to expect that 
our churches will or can be well supplied 
with clergyman, except he often and fer- 
vently prays to God to send them. And 
if we see churches vacant, or, what is 
worse, filled with disqualified or unfaith« 
ful ministers, our first thought should be 
whether we have been faithful. Have we 
used the means .and efforts which our 
Lord has given and directed for prevent- 
ing such great evils? Have we prayed as 
we ought to “the Lord of the harvest?” 

In November last, Trinity church, in 
Claremont, and St. Paul’s, in’ which, 
through the Lord’s goodness, we are now 
convened, were dedicated to the service 
of Almighty God. The day after this 
church was consecrated, the Rev. Mr. 
Leonard was instituted into the parish 
The services were well attended; and the 
kind hospitality of the people of the place 
added much to the satisfaction which all 
seemed tuenjoy. We have rarely, if ever, 
seen more laudable efforts of pious libe- 
rality and united zeal, than that which has 
added to the number of our churches this 
beautiful edifice. 

In our churches in Maine there has 
been no material change. At the time of 
my tour in that state, immediately after 
our last convention, there seemed to be a 
good opening for the labours of a mission- 
ary; but it has not yet been, and I fear is 
not likely soon to be, in my power to sepd 
one thither. The Rev. Mr. Blake has re- 
moved from New-Hampshire to Boston, 
where he has the care of a school, and 
preaches occasionally in the neighbouring 
churches. Mr. Richardson, a candidate 
for holy orders, has, fur many months, read 
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prayers in New-Hampton, and Mr. Brain- 
ard has also for some time performed the 
like services in Drewsville. The labours 
of a missionary are needed at Colebrook, in 
the same state. Another minister is also 
wanted to lakour in Cornish, Claremont, 
and Charleston. 

In Massachusetts, the Rev. Mr. Carlile’s 
sacerdotal connexion with the church in 
Salem was, in October last, by mutual 
consent dissolved. In Marblehead, the 
prospects have for some time been dis- 
congees the late death of Dr. Drury, 
one of its principal supporters, has dimi- 
nished our hopes in that place; but the 
Head of the church: is able to build, and 
it should be the subject of our prayers 
that he may build up in that place, the 
walls of Zion. We are very desirous that 
a suitable missionary should be stationed 
there. The other churches, in Beston and 
its Vicinity, are in a flourishing state. The 
Rev. Mr. Baury has been instituted into 
the parish of Newton. The Rev. Lot Jones 
has for some time officiated as a mission- 
ary in Ashfield, where the numbers and 
pious zeal.of those aitached to the Epis- 
copal Church are increasing. In Leices- 
ter, we may hope, will soon be a paris!i 
established, and a church erected. In 
Berkshire county, the churches are doing 
well. In Lanesborough, the parish is ij 
creasing. In Lenox, it is still more flou- 
rishing ; no parish has exerted itself more 
laudably, and God, who is ever faithful, 
has blessed their exertions. In Great-Bar- 
rington, the prospects are not less com- 
forting. They have improved the interior 
of their church, and put it in goad repair ; 
the parish has become united, and there 
is reason to believe, was never in a more 
hopeful state. A few families in Wash- 
ington have formed a new society, and re- 
gularly meet for divine service; and that 
God, who never forsakes a praying people, 
we trust will give them prosperity. In 
other towns in the western parts of Mas- 
sachusetts, there is some reason to hope 
new parishes may be formed; especially 
if one or two missionaries can be sent and 
supported among them. 

In Rhode-Island, the Rev. Mr. Taft has 
become the rector of the church in Paw- 
tucket. The Rev. Mr. Alden is employed 
by the Church Missionary Society’ in 
Rhode-Island to officiate in East-Green- 
wich. One of the religious societies in 
that town, witha liberality which does 
honour to their religious feeling, allow 
him the use of their meeting house ; at- 
tend on his ministry, and add something 
generous to his maintenance, The parish 
in Bristol has made liberal contributions 
to various missionary funds; and their 
Sunday school, this present year, has been 
flourishing, and, we have reason to believe, 
very beneficial. 

The present situation of the church in 
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Vermont is critical, but, we trugt, not un- 
hopeful. The much lamented death of 
our Rey. brother, Jordan Gray, was a ca- 
lamitous event. His talents seemed pe- 
culiarly fitted for building up the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom in that part of the dio- 
cese; and in no part could his labours be 
more needed. Unerring wisdom has seen 
it most fitting to remove him from his la- 
bours, and from the world. The Rev. Mr. 
Beach has removed from his parishes ig 
Franklin county, into the diocese of Con- 
necticut. The Rev. Mr. Brainard has offi- 
ciated some time in St. Alban’s. Three 
clergymen are much wanted in that county, 
and parts adjacent. 

The parish in Berkshire have finished 
their church, and, with divine permission, 
it will soon be consecrated to the holy pur- 
pose for which it is erected. The parish 
in Bethel also, much to their praise, have 
erected, and almost finished, a house for 
the same sacred use. The Rev. Mr. Shaw 
has officiated in Guilford, since November 
last. It gives me pleasure to add, that 
the Rev. Mr. Smith has taken the pas- 
toral charge of the church in Middlebury, 
and that little flock, we humbly trust, 
after so long struggling with adverse cir- 
cumstances, will find, from happy experi- 
ence, it is good to wait the Lord’s time. 
The Rev. Alexander Jones has left this 
diocese. 

In May last, I attended the General 
Convention in Philadelphia. With the ex- 
ception of Rhode-Island, there were very 
few delegates from this diocese. Very 
great unanimity prevailed among the mem- 
bers; all its business was conducted with 
the utmost harmony, and the friends of the 
church had mugh cause to rejoice in its 
general prosperity. The Rev. John S. Ra- 
venscroft was consecrated bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in North- 


Carolina, under circumstances highly fa- ° 


vourable to the continuance and increase 
of its prosperity. 

The interest which was taken in the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society 
was gratifying to those who regard the 
honour of our church, and the spreading 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. It is na- 
tural, and we cannot deny but it is reason- 
able, that men should form their opinion 
of our church, not so much from our creeds 
or articles, or professions of orthodoxy and 
primitive order, as from our zeal and ef- 
forts in converting mankind to the Chris- 
tian faith; in propagating the gospel, and 
extending the knowledge of Christ to 
every creature. The common objection to 
foreign missions, that our own citizens re- 
quire our utmost and undivided efforts, 
though weighty and worthy of much at- 
tention, is more than balanced by other 
considerations. It is like pleading the 
wants of our family, in excuse for our 
giving nothing in charity not consider- 
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ing that alms-giving in proportion to our 
ability, is the duty of all. They, gene- 
rally speaking, who are most charitable, 
es best for their own families; and 
1ave most reason to hope that God will 
continue to them the means. And it is a 
fact very much to the purpose, that those 
of the various denominations of Christians, 
who do most for foreign missions, do most 
also for those at home. To determine 
that foreign nations shall not, by our ef- 
forts, hear the gospel at all, till all the 
people of our own country hear it every 
week; till our own nation is fully supplied, 
is not consistent with the principles of 
Christianity; it is in its effect to determine 
that the gospel shall for ever be confined 
within its present limits. Christian cha- 
rity requires us to give something, not 
only from the abundance, but even from 
the necessaries of our table, to feed those 
who are perishing with hunger. Those 
to whom we may send the gospel, never, 
while they live, will hear the doctrines of 
life and salvation, if we neglect to send it. 
During the last century, there were in 
England no small number of people, for 
whose spiritual wants the national church 
did not effectually provide ; but that was 
no valid objection against the formation 
of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts; or to its 
making those generous and noble efforts 
of which we are still reaping the blessed 
fruits. True Christian zeal is diffused, 
like rays of light, in every direction; its 
beams, indeed, are shed more profusely 
on nearer objects ; yet they, extend to re- 
gions the most remote. Every Christian, 
even he who has but little, is bound, and 
if he is sincerely pious and truly concern- 
ed for the salvation of men, he will de- 
sire to contribute something for the pro- 
pagation of the gospel. And we know 
who has said, that it will be “ accepted, 
according to that which a ian hath.” 
She, who in the gospel gave a mite, was 
highly commended by him who cannot err, 
though it was her whole living. 

On this occasion it will not be improper 
to remind you that some important altera- 
tions have been made in the constitution 
of this diocese, which are now in experi- 
ment. In my judgment, they have been 
wisely made, and they have my cordial ap- 
probation. But the utility and success of 
these, and indeed of most prudential regu- 
lations, depend, under God, on the care 
and zeal with which they are carried into 
effect; on practically availing ourselves 
of the good which they are intended and 
calculated to produce. That we should 
assemble annual/y in convention, will re- 
quire an additional expense of time and 
money, which is certainly of some serious 
concern. But let us not forget that we 
have committed to us the same gospel, 
which apostles and evangelists, at the risk 





100 Bishop Griswold’s Address to the Convention [No. 4, 


of their lives, proclaimed through all the 
world. They thought no sacrifice of time 
or goods, of ease or safety, too great to 
wa in such a cause. Reason teaches, 
and experience has shown, that the in- 
crease of godliness and the prosperity ot 
religion may be much promoted, by the 
assembling of Christians, of the clergy 
especially, for counsel, and union of effort. 
if our coming together is not for the plea- 
sure of a journey, but for the love of 
Christ ; if our hearts are so in the church, 
that it is our meat and drink to do our 
master’s will; if we are willing to spend 
and be spent in building up his kingdom, 
and extending to our fellow men the know- 
ledge and means of salvation; if we con- 
vene with the desire and intention as 
God shall give us wisdom, of devising, 
and carrying into effect, whatever shall 
seem necessary or expedient, for promot- 
ing the ‘prosperity of Zion, much good 
will result from our conventions, and the 
more from their being annual. It would 
be very proper, and permit me to recom- 
mend, and even to request that, in some 
way, either from the parishes, or the state 
conventions, the parochial reports, which 
the canons require, be made to this con- 
vention of the diocese. 

And tiie mention of this will naturally 
jead our thoughts to the ways and means 
of giving religious information to our peo- 
ple. Through the blessing of God we 
have a way before us, and means already 
in possession. The monthly journal, or 
religious magazine, called The Gospel 
Advocate, and published in Boston, is con- 
sidered as under your patronage, and is 
devoted to the general interests of reli- 
gion ; and especially to the promoting and 
diffusing of piety and Christian knowled 
among the members of our church in this 
diocese. The merit of this work, as a re- 
ligious miscellany, is already attaining its 


just level among the best publications of 


the kind, and is read and admired far be- 
yond the limits of these New England 
states : I can cordially recommend it to 
all episcopalians. But to us it is of pe- 
culiar importance, as affording great faci- 
lity of religious intelligence, and commu- 
nication of what we are much interested 
in knowing, to every part of the diocese. 
But this valuable, and very useful, and to 
us almost necessary work, cannot be con- 
tinued without patronage: without con- 
tributions from the pens and purses of 
those to whom God has given the talents 
and the means. ‘They who desire to ob- 
tain religious knowledge ; to be establish- 
ed in the fajth of Christ, or instructed in 
the duties of Christian life, cannot effect 
it more easily, or with less expense than 
by taking the Advocate. And they who 
are teachers ; whose duty or desire it is 
to instruct and edify others, cannot per- 
haps do it more extensively and to bet- 
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ter effect, than by writing, or selecting 
suitable matter, for this work. Pious 
thoughts, and all manner of useful infor- 
mation, of a religious nature, will, through 
that journal, be very extensively com- 
municated, and may, for years, and per- 
haps for ages, be read to the edification 
of thousands. 

It is of much importance that, where it 
is practicable, we obtain and establish pa- 
rochial and missionary funds, and provide 
other means of giving a competent main- 
tenance to those who labour in the minis- 
try. And it is equally important, that 
whatever means or funds of this nature, 
through the Lord’s goodness, we already 
possess, be managed with the utmost pru- 
dence and good economy, and applied to 
the best effect. Whatever has been given 
for any religious purpose or charitable 
use, should be most conscientiously ap- 
plied, according to the will and intent of 
the pious donors. It is lamentable that 
even Christians, in a late, and often the 
last solemn act of their lives—the be- 
queathing of their estates to posterity; 
declaring to what purpose and to whose 
benefit those good things, which a boun- 
tiful God has committed to their steward- 
ship, shall be applied, should so generally 
forget to honour their divine Benefactor ; 
that by so few any thing should be de- 
mised to religious use. Some honourable 
exceptions there are of names which will 
long shine among the best benefactors of 
mankind: though dead, they yet live to 
do good on earth, and to enjoy its fruits 
in heaven. Is it not strange, or rather ex- 
tremely inconsistent, that God’s people, 
who should honour him with their sub- 
stance and with the first fruits of all their 
increase, should forget him in that aw- 
ful moment, its last distribution? that so 
many Christians had rather that their 
large fortunes should be spent in luxury 
and dissipation, than in administering to 
famished souls the bread of life! that 
their estates should be applied to the ruin- 
ing, rather than to the saving of mankind. 
Certainly the cases are not few to which 
these reflections may justly he applied ; 
and are more numerous, we may well fear, 
in our church, than in any other. 

Our business is, however, not to judge 
others, but to take heed to ourselves. Let 
us cherish a grateful remembrance of those 
who have remembered Zion. There are 
more than one or two places in the dio- 
cese in which churches exist and flourish, 
in consequence of the pious benefactions 
of individuals. But the highest praise we 
can bestow upon their memories, is a faith- 
ful discharge of our trust, applying the 
avails of their liberality to the honour of 
God, and to the promotion of pure and 
undefiled religion. 

In this state, in which we are now con- 
vened, a trust of no considerable import- 
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ance, (far less, indeed, than report has de- 
clared, but yet something considerabie,) 
and, of course, of no small responsibility, 
is likely to devolve on some of us. This 
property, if carefully managed, and justly 
and conscientiously applied, according to 
the intention for which it was reserved, 
will be a very great blessing to the pub- 
lic; to the people generally. For their 
temporal wants mankind are sufficiently 
careful and diligent in making provisions. 
Their natural propensities; their love of 
riches, and honours, and pleasures of this 
world, are incitements sufficient to insure 
their attention to its business aad cares. 
Every profession or occupation which 
opens a way to wealth, or fame, or plea- 
sure, is sure of being filled. ‘There is, for 
instance, no reasen to fear that the pub- 
lic will ever sufler from the want of due 
attention to the study of the law, or the 
practice of medicine. Not only the ne- 
cessaries, but the luxuries of life are in 
such demand, that the means of supplying 
them are in no danger of being neglected. 
These things are estimated at their full 
value: the love and the pursuit of this 
world need no stimulus nor funds for 
their encouragement; it is not even desir- 
able that men should be more generally 
anxious than they are to obtain worldly 
things. But in regard to religion and 
good morals the contrary is true. Man- 
kind, in this their fallen state, are inclined 
to wickedness, and are naturally opposed 
to the doctrines of Christ, and a godly 
life. There is less, and after all we can 
do, there will be less, of virtue, and the 
knowledge of the scriptures, and the prac- 
tice of piety, than is desirable, and even 
necessary to our best happiness in this 
world, and eternal life in a future state. 
We cannot, in any prudence, trust to the 
existing demand—the natural or general 
desire of mankind, for righteousiuess and 
faith and the love of God. Without the 
instruction of parents and other teachers; 
without the restraint of laws and govern- 
ment, mankind would be intolerably 
wicked. And except means were provid- 
ed and measures taken to instruct men in 
Christianity, and persuade them to a reli- 
gious life, the knowledge of God, tiie 
faith of Christ, the practice of godliness, 
would rapidly decline. We may add that 
in regard to worldly things, the demand, 
and of course the efforts to obtain them, 
increase in proportion to their wants or 
deficiency. In religion the fact is just 
the reverse; the less of virtue, or piety, 
or Christian knowledge men have, the less 
will they desire, and seek for it. The 


wicked dislike to be reproved ; they hate 
to be reformed ; they have an antipathy 
to holy living ; the unbeliever dislikes the 
doctrines of the cross. If then it is im- 
portant that men should live well; that 
they should know their spiritual state ; 
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that they should receive the doctrines of 
eternal life, and live as Christians; it is 
equally important that the gospel should 
be sent to them, and means be provided 
for its regular mipistrations. It follows, 
and it is an inference worthy of the most 
serious consideration, that property given 
and wisely applied to religious purposes ; 
for the preaching the gospel, and the ad- 
ministration of the Saviour’s ordinances, 
is given and applied to the very best pur- 
pose ; it is the noblest and most necessary 
of all charities; property cannot be ap- 
plied more to the genera! benefit of man- 
kind. Heligious instruction tends more 
than any thing, perhaps more than all 
things besides, to the promotion of “all 
virtue and godlinegs of living ;” to the in- 
crease of “ peace on earth, and good will 
towards men.” It gives efficacy to laws 
and government; causes magistrates to 
be upright and rulers to be obeyed. The 
happiness of social life, and every blessing 
desired, or aimed at, in the various inter- 
course of mankind, and in all the rela- 
tions of life, are very much enhanced and 
secured by inculcating the pure religion 
of Jesus Christ. And they who cause this 
to be done; they especially who give pro- 
perty for the propagation of the salutary 
doctrines of the divine Saviour; for incul- 
cating the sanctifying precepts of the Re- 
deemer, are our best benefactors; and 
should be had in continual and grateful 
remembrance. ' 

The promotion of literature and science 
is justly deemed a publick good, and 
wealth appropriated to that object is of 
general and great utility. The establish- 
ment of free schools, and higher semina- 
tries of learning is honourable to the peo- 
ple, and useful to the state. But without 
the fostering hand of charity, learning 
would not, like religion, be neglected. 
Mankind have no general aversion to 
worldly knowledge; they see the advant- 
age, and feel the want of learning; and 
they who have little themselves are often 
the more desirous that their children 
should be well instructed. But without 
the contributions of charity, and labour of 
love, religion is sure to decline. Who 
does not know that mankind are naturally 
far more inclined to learn, and to teach 
their children the wisdom of this world, 
than that which is from above’? To give 
them learning, than to make them reli- 
gious ? 

But money may be given with pious li- 
berality, and for the best of purposes, and 
yet, through carelessness, or ill manage- 
ment, the noble intention of the donor be 
defeated. And there is too much reason 


for fearing that the improper uses some- 
times made of money given for religious 
use, and the selfishness, and avaricious cu- 
pidity which it excites, have deterred, and 
sontinue to deter, others from the like li- 
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berality. Such misapplication of funds 
given for religious use is more than un- 
just; itis sacrilegious. Let it by us be 
religiously avoided. What may be our 
temporal interest, or what we may most 
desire or approve is of no consideration. 
Conscientiously and in the fear of God we 
are to consider ourselves as stewards to 
whom a trust is committed, never forget- 
ting that “ it is required of stewards that 
a man be found faithful.” Whatever of 
this nature may be intrusted to our care, 
let us, as the Lord shall give us wisdom, 
manage and apply with all possible pra- 
dence and fidelity, and with a sacred re- 
gard to the donor’s intention; to the ho- 
nour of God, and to the best good of man- 
kind. 

Though the care and appropriation of 
the lands given for the benefit of the 
church in this state, do not properly ap- 
pertain to this convention, it is a subjeet 
in which we are all, as churchmen and ag 
Christians, concerned ; and it is evidently 
fitting that the subject should be’ men- 
tioned on this occasion. So far as the 
providence of God, and the laws of our 
country shall intrust the avails of these 
lands to our management, let us faithfully 
discharge the trust. Due regard should 
be had to the equitable claim of indivi- 
duals: whatever rents may be realized, 
should, with the utmost prudence and 
economy, be appropriated for the benefit 
of the people in this state; and, as far as 
is practicable, to the use of the people in 
the towns where the lands are. No part 
of the funds should be used for erecting 
houses for public worship; for houses 
will decay, and funds, so expended, will, 
in most causes, be lost. To which we may 
add that there is no part of religious ex- 
penses, which the people can with more 
convenience, and do more willingly, take 
upon themselves, than building their own 
churches. So fer as my advice and infu- 
ence wil] avail, these funds will be em- 
ployed in teaching the doctrines, and ad- 
ministering the holy ordinances of the 
blessed Redeemer. The doctrines which 
we teach are not, and our manner of teach- 
ing should show that they are not, the 
doctrines ef a sect, or of any popular re- 
former. Except we depart from the 
standards of our church, we shall preach 
no other faith than that which was “once 
delivered to the saints,” and has since by 
Chrigtians been most generally received. 
We adhere to that order of Church go- 
vernment, which we verily beheve to be 
primitive and apostolic; and which has 
most generally prevailed in all the ages 
ef Christianity. Our liturgy, in its lan- 
guage, its sentiments, its doctrines, its 
adaptation to social worship, and its suit- 
ableness to inspire and express rational, 
fervent devotion, is, to say the least, as 
near perfection as human effort has ever 
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yet arrived. With such advantages, great 
and without excuse must be our negli- 
gence, if the funds intrusted to our care 
do not, té the utmost of their amount, 
confer the greatest of blessings upcn the 
people of this state. 

Other things would I gladly mention, 
but too long already have | exercised your 
patience. ‘The defects, in many respects, 
of this address will remind you, brethren, 
how much I need your counsel, and your 
prayers. If the first apostles, enriched as 
they were with spiritual gifts, and endued 
with miraculous power, yet needed the 
prayers of the churches, that “ the word 
of the Lord,” preached by them “might 
have free course,” and their ministry be 
blessed ; much more is it necessary that 
your daily and earvest prayers showld be 
offered for the bishops, now labouring in 
the like ministry: and chiefly for him, 
who is the least of the bishops, and not 
worthy to be so called. And not unwor- 
thy only; but subjected to peculiar dis- 
advantages. My remote and insulated 
situation in regard to the society and 
counsel of my clerical brethren; the sole 
care of a parish, requiring much parochial 
duty; an unusual weight of domestic 
cares; the churches ia this diocese thinly 
scattered over a wide extent of country; 
and my means of visitingsthem so limited 
and scanty: these are circumstances which 
may, it is hoped, in some degree apolo- 
gize for defects in the performance of the 
duties of the episcopate: they are certainly 
reasons why I should repeat, “ Brethren, 
pray for us.” 

And let us lift up our hearts in prayer, 
and unite our voices in praise and thanks- 
giving to him, whose preserving mercy 
has conducted us in safety through the 
perils of another year; whose good provi- 
dence has caused us to assemble again in 
this place; and under circumstances how 
different from those in which we met here 
seven years ago ! 

To Him, to the God of our salvation, be 
rendered glory and eternal praise. 

ALEXANDER V. Gniswotp. 
| ET 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. 





Tne executive committee of this Society 
has adopted the following 
Letter of Instructions, to be given to all Mis- 

sionaries acting under the directions of 

the ** Domestic and Foreign Missionary 

Society of the Protestant Episcofial 

Church in the United States.” 

Rev. and dear Sir, 
I. F¥ith respect to yourself. 

1. You are earnestly exhorted, always 
to keep in view the great design of your 
mission, viz. To promote the glory of God, 
and the salvation of your fellow-men. 

2. You are seriously to consider the qua- 
lifications requisite for those who would 
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be successful labourers in the Gospel vines 
yard :—A personal knowledge of the truth ; 
zeal, tempered with prudence, patience, 
humility, and meekness; fervent chari‘y, 
united with temperance, fortitude, and 
perseverance. 

3. In order to a due preparation for 
your work, you should be frequent in your 
private devotions ; offering up continually 
fervent prayers to Almighty God, for his 
direction, assistance, and blessing, upon 
all that you do: you should diligently 
study the holy scriptures; seriously and 
often read over, and meditate upon your 
ordination vows ; and consider the account 
which you must shortly render to the 
great Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 

4. You will acquaint yourself tho- 
roughly with the doctrines of our holy re- 
ligion, as taught by the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, in the articles and homilies ; 
and also with the discipline of the church, 
as contained in the liturgy and canons; 
and in all things approve yourself a faith- 
ful minister of Jesus Christ. 

5. In your outward behaviour, you will 
be circumspect, and irreproachable; giv- 
ing no offence, that the ministry be not 
blamed: let your ordinary discourse be 
grave, and to the use of edifying; and in 
all your conversation, endeavour to be a 
wholesome example to the flock of Christ. 

6. Wherever you shall lodge, endea- 
vour to persuade the family to join with 
you in daily morning and evening prayer. 

7. Be not nice about meats and drinks, 
nor immoderately careful about the enter- 
tainment you receive ; but contented with 
such things as are provided for you. 

8. As you are to be frugal, in opposi- 
tion to all luxurious living ; so you should 
avoid all appearance of covetousness, re- 
commending your ministry, according to 
your ability, by the prudent exercise of 
liberality and charity. 


Il. With respect to your parochial duties. 

1. Be diligent in preaching the word, 
as well in season, on Sundays, and other 
holy-days ; as out of season, when opportu. 
nities occur, and from house to house. 

2. Conscientiously observe the rules of 
the liturgy, in the performance of all the 
offices therein appointed. 

3. Perform every part of divine service 
with such seriousness and devotion as may 
tend to excite and cherish pious feelings 
among the people. 

4. In all your preaching let “ Jesus 
Christ and him crucified,” be the promi- 
nent subject: while, in order to preserve 
your flocks from the attempts of gainsay- 
ers, you endeavour to make yourself ac- 
quainted with every error which infests 
the church. 

5. Carefully instruct the people, cen- 
cerning the nature and use of the two sa- 
craments of baptism and the Lord’s sup- 
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per, as the peculiar institutions of Christ, 
pledges of communion with him, and means 
of deriving grace from him. 

6. Duly consider the qualifications of 
those adult persons to whom you adminis- 
ter baptism, and of those whom you admit 
to the Lord’s supper, according to the direc- 
tions of the church to which you belong. 

7. Take especial care to lay a good 
foundation for your other ministrations, 
by regularly catechising those under your 
care, whether children or uninformed 
adults; prevailing with them to learn the 
catechism, and explaining it to them in 
the most easy and familiar manner. 

8. According to the best of your judg- 
ment, you will distribute such books and 
tracts as may be furnished by the society 
for that purpose, and whenever it is prac- 
ticable, promote the furmation of Sunday 
schools. 

9. Whenever you shall statedly offici- 
ate, and in such other places as there are 
any members of our church residing, you 
will use your best exertions to persuade 
the people, when they are not regularly 
supplied, to meet together on the Lord’s 
day, perform the service of the church, and 
read approved sermons or lectures. 

10. You will keep a register of the 
names of those persons under your pasto- 
ral care who call themselves Episcopali- 
ans—showing, according to the annexed 
plan, how many of them have been bap- 
tized, how many are communicants—the 
number of children, marriages, baptisms, 
and deaths. 


TH. With respect to the Society. 


1. You will be expected to hold a con- 
stant and regular correspondence with the 
society through the secretary. 

2. You will keep a regular journal of 
your Missionary services during the whole 
time that you are éngaged by the society 
—a copy or an abstract of which you will 
send, at least once in every three months, 
to the secretary.—Pihilade/. Recorder. 
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Biographical Notices of Mr. Danforth 
Billings, late a student of the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary of the 
Protes'ant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. 

A srrer sketch of the life of an un- 
ambitious student may prove interest- 
ing to those, who, without feeling a per- 
sonat interest in the individual, are yet 
alive to those sympathies of our nature 
which prompt us “to weep with those 
who weep,” as well as “ to rejoice with 
those who rejoice.” By those who 
have participated the pleasures of inti- 


macy with the departed, any tribute to 
their memory, however feeble, will be 
accepted : and the partial eye of friend- 
ship will forget the errors of the eulo- 
gist in noticing the justice of the re- 
marks which fall from his pen. 

It is not only when standing over 
the grave of those we have loved, we 
recall with pleasing melancholy their 
virtues and their worth. The retire- 
ment of the closet brings them fresh to 
our memory; and the places where 
they once lived and acted, speak a 
language which cannot be misunder- 
stood. No matter in what employment 
we may be occupied, or with what asso- 
ciates we may be commingling, if the 
images of the loved and the lest cross 
our memories, they wil make an im- 
pression : 

** And friendship’s deep drawn sigh, affection’s 
ar. 
ae Ctaim'd by pere love, and deeply cherish’d 
worth, 
Will rise ov fall uncheck’d, as sorrow gives 
them birth.” 

The first entrance of death into a 
family, or a circle where happiness 
before reigned, is always an event oi 
heart-rending moment. The hand of 
the destroyer falls heavily upon us; and 
the ties of kindred and affection are 
severed in an instant. Those, whom 
we cherished, are taken from us; and 
the places where their footsteps were 
seen, are leit desolate and solitary. 
The reflection, however, that a few 
light winged hours at most will bear us 
to the world of spirits, to join them 
again, affords a soothing consolation 
when we are bereft of the dearest com- 
panions of oar earthly pilgrimage. 
*¢ Manis born to trouble :” and'searcely 
are the tears dried on his cheek at the 
loss of one friend, ere he is called to 
mourn for another. 

** W oes cluster: rare are solitary woes : 
“They love atvain: they tread each other's 
heel.” 

These observations need no special 
application : every one must be aware 
of their truth. Bat it devolves upon 
the present writer, from the duty he 
has assumed, to define more explicitly 
the object of his remarks. 

The melancholy event which has 
lately deprived the General Theolo- 
gical Seminary of a worthy and inde- 
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fatigable student, calls for sympathy 
from all the friends of the institution. 
During the seven years ef its existence, 
it has been blessed by the great Father 
of mercies, in that none, previous to 
the event now noticed, have died while 
pursuing their studies in the seminary. 
The Rev. Mr. Botsford, an excellent 
young man, and one who promised to 
be useful in the church, died not long 
after his departure from the seminary 
and his admission to orders. The Rev. 
Mr. Irving, (for a sketch of whose life 
we refer to the number of the Journal 
for February,) met his last hour in a 
foreign land, and. “ died among stran- 
gers.” He had been a zealous and 
useful minister during the short period 
allotted him here below; and it was 
with feelings of the deepest regret, that 
his friends heard of his premature de- 
cease. It was while lamenting his 
death, that the members of the seminary 
were again called to renew their sor- 
rows, and to shed the tear over the re- 
mains of one who was more immedi- 
ately connected with them, and whose 
death from this circumstance came 
home more forcibly to their hearts. 
Mr. Billings was their fellow member, 
and their daily associate. 

If the remark be examined, it will 
be found true, that the life of a student 
has few striking features in it to call 
for attention. The subject of this 
sketch was a native of the northern 
part of the state of New-York. The 
residence of his parents is in Jackson, 
Washington county, where the early 
years of Mr. Billings were spent. He 
was born June 29th, 1796. The plea- 
sures of domestic life, he often declared, 
were those which he most loved. He 
had little of that fickle, and fastidious, 
and false taste, which is constantly seek- 
ing gratification from objects altogether 
foreign to the dispositions and the pur- 
suits of one attached te retirement. 
Home was the centre of his early affec- 
tions; and with it, he had associated 
all the sanctities and all the felicities of 
life. This is so naturai to man, that, 
although business or pleasure may 
sometimes call us away from the do- 
mestic circle, memory will still revert 


‘to it asthe abede of our infant plea- 


sures, and as the place where we hope 
Vou. VII. 
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to pass our latest hours. The attach-- 


ment of Mr. B. to these scenes: was 
strong. It would perhaps have been still 
stronger, had his attention been sooner 
turned to the pursuits of literature: for 
it is doubtless true, that the attachments 
of no class of people to rural life and 
to the scenes of boyhood are so strong, 
as those of men, (provided they possess 
any of the sympathies of our nature,) 
who are conversant with letters. 

It was not the design of his parents 
that he should enter one of the liberal 
professions ; and the time usually de- 
voted to classical studies was, therefore, - 
given to those branches which were 
calculated to fit him for a mercantile 
life. Previous to his entering his 
twentieth year, he engaged in the 
cares of business, and was considered 
an active and enterprising merchant, 
Converse with the world, however, led 
him to reflect more seriously upon the 
deficiencies of his education; and it 
was upon entering his twenty-third year, 
that he determined to retire from the 
occupation in which he was engaged 
and to pursue a regular course of study. 
As his experiments in business had 
been successful, he was enabled tc pro- 
secute this object as best suited his in- 
clinations, and in such a manner as 
seemed most certain of success. 

His plans were soon formed. He 
closed his mercantile concerns with as 
much despatch as possible; and began 
his studies preparatory to entering col- 
lege. His instructors were attentive, 
and he himself very studious. In the 
short space of fifteen months, he was 
prepared for entrance into one of the 
higher collegiate classes ; and in Sep- 
tember, 1820, he repaired to Schenec- 
tady, where he was admitted to a junior 
standing in Union College.* 





* The following extracts from a letter (from 
a relative of the deceased, at Jackson,) receiy- 
ed since these notices were put to press, are 
inserted, in order to correct the few errors 
inte which the writer of the above has fallen 
in his statement relative to Mp B.:— 

“ Danforth was born June 29th, 1796. At 
the age of 16 years, he was placed in a store ; 
and from that time, he was home but for short 
periods. When he was about the age of 
eighteen, he entered into business for himself, 
with the avowed design of acquiring a sufficient 
fund for defraying the expenses of a classied{ 
education; his father at thet time being unabte, 
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His essays while at this institution 
were generally well received; and were 
marked, if not always by brilliancy of 


through pecuniary embarrassments, to render 
him much assistance. Such was his taste for 
literature and a professional fife; although his 
attention, had he succeeded in this attempt, 
would have been turned to the Law. 

“ After three vears unsuccessful exertion, he 
dissolved partnership, (two other gentlemen 
being of the firm with him,) and for a time re- 
linquished the idea of obtaining a profession. 
In the autumn of 1817, he again entered into 
mereantile business by himself, with the view 
of making it a permanent occupation: but be- 
coming disgusted with the idea of spending his 
life merely in the amassing of wealth, and im- 
pressed with a sense of the importance of en- 
gaging in a more Aoly service, namely, that of 

romoting the glory of God, and the good of 
he fellow-creatures, he quit trade, and com- 
menced study, with a view of qualifying him- 
self for the sucred office. 

“This was in the spring of 1819—I cannot 
say exactly at what time, but it was probably 
in the month of April or May. He entered 
the academy in Cambridge, then under the su- 
perintendance of Mr. D. Chassell, where he re- 
mained the principal part of the time until 
September 1820, at which time he went to 
college. But during this period, the attention 
necessary to devote to the closing of his busi- 
ness, (on the emoluments of which he depend- 
cd for his support at college, and while acquir- 
ing his profession, occupied a considerable share 
of his time, insomuch as very considerably to 
retard the progress of his aeademical studies. 
Iu the course o/ the time he was in the academy, 
Mr. Chassell’s place was for a while supplied 
by the Rev. Mr. Bullions—! think for about 
six months; after which, Mr. Chassell resumed 
the office of teaching, and continued through 
the remainder of Danforth’s academieal course. 
He usually spent a part of his vacations in Cam- 
bridge, for the greater conveniency of attending 
to the settling of his business. When there, he 
boarded near Judge Wendell’s, but I believe 
never at his house, though an intimate friend 
and associate of the family. 

“A part of the time during vacations was 
always spent with us; but both here and in 
Cambridge he passed a good share of his time 
in study. Although he was by nO means a 
stranger to the pleasures of the social circle, yet 
but a small portion was devoted to visiting his 
friends—just enough, he used to sav, for the ne- 
cessary relaxation trom study. Whileso much 
remamed to be done in the way of preparation 
jor the great object before him, he felt himself 
not at liberty to remain idle, because he was (for 
the time being) not subject to college rules. 
He however spent more time in social inter- 
course, while with us last, than he had since 
the commencement of his studies. 

“* 1} have thus endeavoured to give youa brief 
statement of the leading facts relative to the 
life of a dear and most affectionate brother. His 
race was short, but the end was glorious. I 
find a consolation in the reflection, that those 
principles which so eminently fitted him for use- 
fulness in life, which rendered his society so de- 
tirable to us, prepared him also for those brighter 
sténes, upon which he has now entered.’ 





imagination, and strict correctness of 
taste, yet certainly by much thought 
and sterling good sense. Did the limits 
assigned himself by the present writer 
allow it, he would willingly give seve- 
ral of these essays to prove the correct- 
ness of these remarks. One observa- 
tion, however, he cannot but subjoin. 
It occurs in an essay, suggested perhaps 
by his own history, in which Mr. Bil- 
lings manifests his love of letters and of 
virtue. Literature,” says he, * tends 
to promote morality. Its principles 
have no relation to vice, nor is it in 
any degree assimilated to immorality. 
While it refines and dignifies the mind, 
it smooths and softens the asperities of 
ournature. Like the gentle calm which 
succeeds the tempest, literature, in op- 
position to the vilest passions, spreads a 
mild influence on our lives, and renders 
our course productive of the greatest 
pleasure, and the highest enjoyment.” 
In another essay written about the 
same time, there occur some just ob- 
servations on the influence of letters. 
Speaking of the man who has entered 
upon the pursuits of literature with 
views uncorrupted and pure, he says: 
“If then his mind has not been mar- 
red by the principles of error, how emi- 
nently useful will learning make him 
to inculeate and impress correct opi- 
nions among his fellow men! But 
learning ingrafted into the vicious mind 
serves but to lead philosophy astray,— 
tends but to involve in one common 
ruin the principles of virtue, and to sub- 
stitute the fallacies of reason for the 
truths of religion.” — The speculative 
man,” he adds, * is a dangerous asso- 
ciate. If we would entirely avoid the 
influence of error, we must avoid him 
who directs us to touch and to taste of 
whatever promises to amuse the fancy 
or delight the imagination. Often, 
when the deception into which he would 
lead is discovered, he will resort to fic- 
tion or to the perversion of language to 
palm it upon others. Too often does he 
find it necessary to give some improper 
explication of subjects, or pervert the 
meaning of language to answer pur- 


‘poses of pernicious and dangerous ten- 


dency.” 
In July, 1822, Mr. Billings was ad- 
mitted to the degree of A. B. The 
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period succeeding his graduation, until 
November, was spent chiefly in travel- 
ling for the benefit of his health, as his 
constitution had been greatly enfeebled 
by his close application to study. In 
the month of November he became a 
candidate for orders in the diocese of 
New-York; and immediately connect- 
ed himself with the General Theological 
Seminary, for the purpose of prosecut- 
ing more thoroughly, than could else- 
where be done, the studies connected 
with the profession to which, after ma- 
ture deliberation, he had resolved to de- 
vote himself. 

In this new sphere of action, Mr. B. 
displayed the same ardour for the at- 
tainment of knowledge, which had 
characterized him while at college. 
His fellow students will remember with 
pleasure the close adherence he evinc- 
ed to every minor point of duty, and 
the example he set in all the exercises 
of the institution. ‘The essay, read at 
the examination in July, 1823, deserves 
commendation, as it was written while 
the author was labouring under great 
bodily indisposition, which at times so 
powerfully affected his mind, that he 
was tempted to relinquish the project 
altogether. ‘Taking the proposition 
assumed by the late Bishop Horsley, he 
displayed considerable research in his 
attempt to prove “that the Gentile 
world in the darkest ages was in pos- 
session, not of vague and traditional, 
but of explicit written prophecies of 
Christ, and that these written prophe- 
cies were the remains of divine oracles 
of the earliest ages.” 

During this year Mr. B. with several 
of his fellow students attended the Ge- 
neral Convention at Philadelphia; and 
in the vacation of the seminary he was 
also present at the Convention of Ver- 
mont, and that of New-York. Little 
did he think at these times, but that he 
would, ere long, be engaged as actively 
as any whom he saw in the affairs of 
the Church. But, as Mr. B. himself 
exclaimed: “ The judgments of God 
are unsearchable, and his ways past 

finding out. We cannot easily under- 
stand his purposes.” 

In this short sketch it would be 
wrong to pass by unnoticed the first 
impressions made upon the mind of the 
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deceased relative to the church in whose 
communion he died. He had been edu- 
cated in the midst of persons differing 
essentially in opinion from Episcopa- 
lians. Heconsequently knew but little 
of the main points of difference; nor 
were others anxious to assist him in his 
inquiries. The bitter remarks made 
in a public stage by one, from whom 
such things were little to be expected, 
relative to the rite of confirmation, and 
the general doctrines of episcopacy, but 
especially personal remarks against the 
bishop of the diocese, determined Mr. 
Billings to pay more attention to the 
subject. His inquiries were conducted 
with candour; and the result was a 
firm persuasion of the truth of episco- 
pacy, and of the doctrines generally re- 
ceived by episcopalians. He was so 
disgusted and ashamed, as he after- 
wards remarked in private to one of 
his friends, at the disingenuous and un- 
charitable (not to say, unchristian) 
manner of the individual, who spoke of 
the rite of confirmation in such con- 
temptuous language, that it was one of 
the most powerful instigations to en 
examination of the episcopal question. 
For wise purposes evil is sometimes 
permitted: good may spring out of it. 
“ Surely the wrath of man shall praise 
thee.” 

Several montis after his connexion 
with the seminary, Mr. B. received 
confirmation from the hands of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. He had 
now frequent opportunities for correct- 
ing the erroneous impressions early 
made on his mind relative to this excel- 
lent and zealous bishop, who has done 
so much for the church during the short 
period of his episcopate. 

After the usual vacation, Mr. B. re- 
turned to the seminary in November, 
1823. His constitution was still feeble, 
although his application continued to 
be unremitted. His time was employ- 
ed in the studies of the institution, and 
in reading such works as were closely 
connected with those studies. He was 
fully aware of the nature of his consti- 
tution, and often spoke of the probabi- 
lity that his life would be a short one. 
This reflection was perhaps one cause 
why he devoted himself so closely to 
study : he was desirous of being useful 
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during the short period he should be 
spared. Inthe month of January, 1824, 
while engaged in his ordinary occupa- 
tions, he was seized with the complaint 
then so prevalent throughout ihe coun- 
try. It was on Friday morning, the 
16th, that he took to his bed; and on 
Thursday the 29th he expired in the 
full hope of a joyous resurrection. His 
last moments were devoted to prayer}; 
and his expiring-breath seemed but an 
aspiration after immortality. If ever 
a death bed testified to the power of 
true religion, it was that of Mr. Billings. 
Of him we might say, as did Addison 
on his death bed to Lord Warwick, 
*6 See how a Christian can die.” 

His interment took place on the 30th. 
The professors of the institution, seve- 
ral of the Episcopal clergy of the city, 
and the students (as mourners) attend- 
ed the funeral. ‘The funeral service 
was performed by the Rev. Professor 
Turner. None of the relatives of the 
deceased Were present; and the news 
of his death did not reach them until 
several days after his burial. 

He was an only son; and left an af- 
fectionate father, a tender mother, and 
other near and dear relatives, to mourn 
his early death. ‘The Rev. Mr. Bron- 
son, of Arlington, Vermont, the only 
Episcopal clergyman in the vicinity, 
and an attached friend of Mr. Billings, 
preached a funeral sermon on the occa- 
sion at the house of the bereaved father. 
So solemn an event could not fail to ex- 
¢ite interest; and the address of another 
clergyman, who was present, made a 
serious impression on the concourse 
which was there assembled. 

On Monday evening the 16th of Feb- 
ruary, an address was delivered by one 
of the students to the members of the 
seminary, on occasion of Mr. Billings’ 
death. Fora sketch of the character 
of the deceased, reference is made to this 
eulogy, which will appear ia the num- 
ver of this Journal for Mey. A letter of 
condolence was sent to the afilicted re- 
latives, expressing the attachment of the 
students to Mr. B., and their regret at 
the loss which his friends and the church 
had sustained by his death. The fol- 
lowing resolution was entered onthe re- 
cords of the Theological Society at- 
tached to the seminary (of which Mr. 
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B. was, at the time of his death, secre. 
tary,) expressive of their sense of his 
character. 

“ Resolved, that the members of this 
society deeply regret the loss which it 
has sustained in the death of their late 
fellow member Mr. Billings, and that 
this declaration be entered on the re- 
cords of the society as a testimony to 
his virtue, his piety, and his worth.” 

The letter of condolence written to 
the parents of Mr. B. is, in substance, 
added below, as a sufficient conclusion 
to this tribute due to the memory of 
one so dear to all who knew him. 


Dear Sir, New-York, Feb. 1824. 

You have already received the sor- 
rowtul intelligence of the decease of 
your beloved son. We should not pre- 
sume to offer you an expression of our 
sympathy, were we not fully assured 
that no allusion to that lamented event 
would add to the poignancy of your 
sorrows. 

We are aware, indeed, that the high- 
est consolation under such afflictions 
as you and your family endure in the 
loss of an only son and brother, must 
be derived from a higher source than 
human sympathy. ‘To that source of 
consolation, we hope the feelings of his 
weeping relatives and friends have al- 
ready directed them. For it is God 
alone, that can heal the wounded heart ; 
and the thought, that Ae, who is su- 
premely good, has seen fit to take to 
himself the son and brother they loved, 
may properly be the means of alleviat- 
ing their grief. Yet we cannot refrain 
from expressing our sincere condolence 
in the loss of him, whom all his fellow 
students mourn. Our feelings of deep 
regret, direct us to mingle our tears 
with yours, when we remember that he 
is gone from us for ever. 

fle was our fellow student, compa- 
nion, and friend. We knew his excel- 
lence and worth. His amiable man- 
ners, his kind and tender feelings, en- 
deared him to our hearts. ‘The unaf- 
fected and fervent piety, which govern- 
ed all his actions, we admired and lov- 
ed. In the remembrance of it we sin- 
cerely rejoice. For it was this which 


sustained and comforted him in the 
time of his last sickness, and in the 














re. 
1iS 


lis 


nS 





April, 1824.] 


hour of his departure. It was his sin- 
cere piety that made him resigned and 
happy in spirit, when disease was gra- 
dually weakening his hold on life. It 
was because his faith was firmly an- 
chored in the bosom of his God, that 
he could cheerfully resign all his pros: 
pects in this life; for he felt that “ to 
be with Christ is far better.” We trust 


_ that his confidence and hope have not 


been disappointed. We firmly believe 
that he is new in that blissful state, 
where tears are unknown, and sorrow 
and suffering can never come. 

It must be a subject of unfeigned re- 
gret with all who knew him, that those 
talents and virtues, which fitted their 
lamented possessor for extensive useful- 
ness to the cause of religion and virtue, 
in the profession he had seleeted, have 
become, so prematurely, the prey of 
death. 

It is but justice to his moral and in- 
tellectual worth, to say, that the institu- 
tion, with which he was connected, has 
lost one of its most pious and valuable 
members; and that the church te which 
he was sincerely attached, has been de- 
prived of one, who, in the expectation 
of all who knew him, would have prov- 
ed to it a bright and useful ornament. 

We trust we shall not be thought to 
have violated the sacredness of your 
grief in thus expressing our sincere and 
united sentiments of sorrow and sympa- 
thy; and in assuring you of the affec- 
tionate veneration, in which the me- 
mory of your lamented son is embalm- 
ed, by his late companions and fellow 
students. 

Believe us to remain, dear sir, yours 
with true sympathy and respect— 

In behalf of the students of the Theo- 

logical Semin. of the Protes. Epis. 
Church in the United States, &c. 


ane es 
For the Christian Journai. 





How to avoid wandering in Prayer. 


At the present season, the Church 
demands of her members extraordinary 
exercises of devotion. Prayer is al- 
ways necessary to the Christian life. 
But in a time of humiliation it seems to 
be required with peculiar force, as de- 
signed to bring men nearer, than at other 
times, to their heavenly Father. Inthe 
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discharge of this duty there are many 
things to perplex and disturb us. The 
weakness of our nature allows not of a 
perfectly fixed attention; and what is 
commonly denominated wandering in 
prayer, is often chargeable upon us, 
even in our most devotional hours. The 
best men have ever complained of the 
almost utter impossibility of fixing their 
minds closely upon the important sub- 
ject of their petitions. A few plain 
hints on this point may not be amiss. 
We may then have some means where- 
by to direct ourselves in our devotions, 
and whereby we may avoid the evil 
referredto. The following suggestions 
deserve attention. 

First. Fix upon your mind a sense of 
the dignity of nim whom you are ad- 
dressing. Every formulary of devotion 
must necessarily begin with an address 
to theDeity. It, therefore, seems appro- 
priate, that he, who prays, should re- 
member the exalted character of God ; 
that heshould appear before hisCreator, 
and Preserver, and Benefactor, with 
conceptions the most exalted relative 
to his being and attributes, and with 
faith the most unbounded relative ta 
the extent of the mercy and power of 
the Almighty. A firm persuasion of 
the elevated character of the Godhead 
would tend to fix your attention in the 
hour of prayer, and in ail the exercises 
of religion. 

Secondly. Think seriously of the 
weakness and impurity of the suypli- 
ant. Without God we are nothing. 
He breathes into our nostrils, and we 
are brought into existence. He says, 
“ Return ye children of men,” and we 
are soon cut off from among the living. 
Of ourselves we can do nothing; and 
we have daily reason to use the lan- 
guage of St. Paul: “ Having obtained 
help of God, we continue unto this 
day.”* Your weakness, then, should 
cause your attention to be fixed when 
engaged in prayer. But when you re- 
member your impurity, this will be an- 
other motive for undivided attention. 
If you thiak of how much God has 
done for you, and how ungrateful you 
have been, how illy you have requited 
his favours, and how vile you nvust ap- 
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pear in his sight; will not such thoughts 
lead you to seriousness and attention 
in your exercises of devotion ? 

Thirdly. Remember how import- 
ant are the requests you are making. 
If you do this, your soul will be so 
wrapped up in your subject, that few or 
no worldly thoughts will intrude upon 
your mind. The prayer for salvation 
and for grace should be fervent. The 
objects are of the highest importance. 
They relate to your future and eternal 
welfare. They deserve a fixed atten- 
tion in him who is praying for them. 
‘‘ Continue in prayer,” saith the apostle, 
“and watch in the same with thanks- 
giving.”* If you consider your re- 
quests as important, will not the re- 
sult be a fixed attention ? 

If these rules be observed, they will 
be found conducive to the desired ob- 
ject. Our thoughts will be properly 
directed in our devotions. There will 
be no wanderings of imagination, no 
flights of fancy at the moments we de- 
sire to be most calm and collected. 
Should we “ pray without ceasing ?” 
Let it be done in sincerity and truth. 
Then will a blessing fallupon us. But 
if we pray to our God, only with our 
lips, while our hearts are far from him, 
it will be an abomination unto the Lord. 
Wandering thoughts should be check- 
ed: worldly-mindedness should be dis- 
carded. 

* Far from my thoughts, vain world be gone, 

Let my religious hours alone ; 

From flesh and sense | would be free, 

And hold communion, Lord, with thee.” 

By prayer we are admitted, as it 
were, to the audience chamber of God : 
and consequently our thoughts should 
be pure and holy, as the Being whom we 
address is pure and holy. “ Let, then, 
the words of my mouth, and the medita- 
tion of my heart, be alway acceptable 
in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and 
my Redeemer.” ALPHA. 

March, 1824. 
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NoTwiTHSTANDINc the assertion of 
our dissenting brethren, that we enjoy 
but little liberty in consequence of our 
use of a liturgy; and notwithstanding 
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* Col. iv. 2. 


their commiseration of our state, and 
their great boastings of their own free- 
dom; [I am constrained to think their 
freedom (1 mean that of the laity, not 
the clergy,) to be much less than ours. 
It has been justly observed, that the 
latter (the clergy) “ pray what they 
please, sing what they please, teach 
what they please; and that the whole 
public worship is so much of their own 
manufacturing, that there can hardly be 
found room for a verse or two of scrip- 
ture, and these they choose as they 
please.” It is obvious, that when one 
order of men possesses such unlimited 
power, it must encroach on the freedom 
of others. Asthe clergy of our church 
are not thus at freedom, there is more 
liberty for the laity. To be satisfied 
that this is the truth, a person needs 
only to examine our form of worship, 
and the constitution of our church. 

A right to participate in the services 
of the sanctuary is a part of thefreedom 
we enjoy. We have our allotihent in 
the public worship of God. In one 
particular, however, other denomina- 
tions resemble us: so much have they 
been in favour of singing, as a part of 
worship, that, although it cannot be 
performed but by a form, they have re- 
tained it; for it appears, that however, 
in their estimation, arguments availed 
against forms of prayer and praise in 
prose, they lost all efficacy when di- 
rected against like forms in verse. 
Here much might be said of the power 
of prejudice, and a lamentation might 
be taken up on account of the incon- 
sistencies and frailties of some of the 
best of men. But this I will omit, and 
pass on to that which has led me to 
make these remarks. 

Our liberty, in the particular in 
which other denominations agree with 
us, is encroached on. It appears from 
the silence of some, and the wandering 
eyes of others, that in some of our city 
churches a great part of the congrega- 
tion is unable to join in this part of 
worship. Such is too often the case 
with myself. Very frequently one half 
of it is engrossed by the choir: this 
every Sunday, both morning and even- 
ing. Now I would ask, what is the 
reason of this? Is it to improve the 
psalmody? Doubtless that is the rea- 
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son alleged. But, methinks, this is pay- 
ing too much for improvement, in one 
particular, when a great part of the con- 
gregation is incapacitated by it from 
joining in the praises of their common 
Lord. According to this arrangement 
the choir are, without doubt, improved 
in singing, and have great opportuni- 
ties of displaying their proficiency in 
sacred music; but when the congrega- 
tion is treated with new tunes Sunday 
after Sunday, I think it may well be 
questioned whether the case is the same 
with it; and then besides, there remains 
that encroachment upon the liberty of 
the people, and a disturbing of the 
harmony of the system of our public 
worship, which 1 consider of no small 
importance. Far be it from me to 
object to improvement in psalmody; it 
is the violent manner of doing it which 
I think to be censurable ; for it seems 
not much to differ from compelling a 
congregation either to keep silence, or 
to sing a tune of which they are entirely 
ignorant. In one case, compliance is 
impossible; in the other, a violence is 
done to our best feelings. 

I hope that what has been said will 
give offence to none. The practice of 
which I have spoken has been a matter 
of complaint for a long time. Sunday 
after Sunday have myself and others 
been compelled to keep silence, when 
the clerk’s “ let us sing, &c.” in his an- 
nouncing the psalm to be sung, was 
equally the language of scripture, rea- 
son, and the church, with which our 
hearts were in unison. 

I will now conclude by asking those 
whose duty it is “to give order con- 
cerning the tunes to be sung at any 
time in” the “church,” to take this 
matter into consideration. T.E. 
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MS. Sermons.—W. A. Coleman, 86 Broadway, 
in Wall-street, has received for sale an excel- 
lent collection of MS. sermons, suited for all 
denominations of Christians, for 12 1-2 cents 
each!!! American of Feb. 16, 1824. 


“ Te it not in Gath, publish it not in 
the streets of Askalon! lest the daugh- 
ters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the 
uneircumcised triumph!” well may the 
sincere well-wisher to religion exclaim, 
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when he perceives ‘a paragraph like the 
preceding. Can it be believed, that in 
a country professing a regard for chris- 
tian decency and simplicity—in a city 
where religion professedly meets with 
strenuous support—a notice should be 
exposed to public view, in which the 
clergy—those men, who of all others 
should be free from the least suspicion 
of fraud—are invited to the practice of 
one of its lowest and most despicable 
poaches, and that unblushingly and 
without apology! O tempora! O mo- 
res! Nor is it sufficient that they are 
informed of the circumstance, that ser- 
mons, which may be, as occasion serves, 
palmed upon an expecting and unsus- 
pecting auditory as their own, should be 
offered; they must also be recommend- 
ed. An excellent collection! why not 
asserted, for the season, and of the new 
est fashion? And, in fact, l am tempt- 
ed to suspect that they are something of 
the sort, for I find that they are suited 
for all denominations of Christians: 
this certainly savours more than a little 
of the modern levelling rage. And to 
complete the display of tempting quali- 
ties, cheapness is superadded—for 124 
cents each! Who would net buy the 
wares, when they may be had socheap? 
He must be niggardly, who would not 
give two shillings to save a hard week’s 
labour! But let the ware be puffed and 
cheapened—not every christian minis- 
ter will buy. Let the hireling who 
would stoop to so mean a subterfuge for 
the concealment of his laziness or want 
of sense, buy on! But the day comes, 
when, being called to account for the 
dispersion or destruction of his flock, 
he shall be reduced to plead that it was 
because he had not made a judicious 
selection when he went to market—he 
will then wish that his Sunday work 
had not been obtained quite so cheap. 


**Are there w ho purchase of the venders’ wares? 

O name it not in Gath!—it cannot be 

That grave and learned clerks should need such 
aid. 

Iie doubtless is in sport, and does but droll, 

Assuming thus a rank unknown before, 

Grand caterer, and dry-nurse of the church.” 











Stoics.—Bishop Horsley has deno- 
minated the moral system of the Stoics, 
“ impracticable, unsocial, sullen,” 
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The writer of the following strictures seems 
to think that it is incumbent on the conduc- 
tors of all periodical works, and more parti- 
cularly those in which reviews of books are 
admitted, to examine critically every commu- 
nication which may be offered for insertion ; 
and not only this, but also to inspect the 
works themselves which may be the subject 
of criticism, and to reject in every review 
whatever may not comport with their own 
opinion of the work criticised. This would 
indeed be an herculean task, and the practice 
such, the publishers of the Christian Journal 
humbly think, as would neither be agreeable 
to their readers, nor conformable to that rule 
of strict impartiality, which is incumbent on 
the conductor of every work not professedly 
devoted to party views: and even Delta him- 
self might possibly feel the influence of its 
vigour: for it is within the scope of probabi- 
lity, that, being mere men, the conductors 
might exercise an erroneous judgment, and 
thus cast away what in the opinion of others 
might be esteemed a jewel of great value,— 
But itis not our intention to argue the point : 
we merely wish to state, that it cannot be ex- 
pected that we shall assume any responsibility 
tor the opinions of our eorrespondents ; and 
that where any one feels himself aggrieved, 
our pagesare open to a reply, provided it be 
done in a christian spirit. Here however dis- 
cussion must end, controversy being of little 
public interest, and our pages already too 
limited to contain all the important matter 
we could wish to give to our readers. 


For the Christian Journal. 


Notice of a Review of Mr. Henshaw’s 


Sermon. 


Few men have greater influence over 
the sertiments and literature of society, 
than the editors of newspapers and pe- 
riodical journals. Hence is there a very 
great responsibility attached to the bu- 
siness of these men, and they owe it to 
the interests of literature and correct 
opinion, to exercise the greatest care in 
relation to whatever is sent forth to 
their readers. 

This observation is intended espe- 
cially for the publishers of reviews. No 
species of periodical literature is in the 
possession of an influence so arbitrary 
as that of reviews, over the fate of lite- 
rary productions, and the opinion of the 
multitude relative to their character. 
For how few there are who ever think 
of referring to the book and judging for 
themselves, as to the propriety of the 
criticism in their monthly miscellany ! 
How easily therefore, may the merest 
tissue of misrepresentation and injustice 
have all the influence of the most rea- 
sonable review! How banefully may 
the worthiest and most useful produc- 
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tion be arrested in its circulation, by the 
mere overflowings of levity ur spleen! 

With deference to the management 
of the Christian Journal, it is conceived 
that the above remarks are not irrele- 
vant to the review in the February 
number, of a sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
Henshaw : for on a careful comparison 
of the criticism of the former with the 
text of the discourse, there is so much 
of erroneous opinion and of hypercriti- 
cal remark ; so much of injustice, and 
such a constant effort to find some fault, 
—that it is evident some tyro in the 
business of reviewing, or else some enc- 
my hath done it, and in an unwary mo- 
ment has succeeded in passing off his 
production upon the editor,of the Jour- 
nal. If the editor will not be offended 
at the insinuation that it was possible 
for him to have been once imposed upon, 
and will permit the piece, which we 
know did not proceed from his own 
more judicious pen, to stand an arraign- 
ment for a little while, we will point 
out the instances in which it is consi- 
dered erroneous. 

In the first place, it is the opinion of 
the present writer, that there is not a 
correct criticism in the whole review. 
Of the truth of this, with regard to se- 
veral of the criticisms, a mere assertion 
must stand as proof: for such charges 
as those of bad arrangement, unchase 
tened style, mere declamation, vague 
expressions, puritanic cant, &c. with 
which the review abounds, would take 
too extended a paper to refute them ar- 
gumentatively; and since the writer has 
left them to be received upon the simple 
ground of his opinion, without a single 
specification or argument—and since 
the opinion of one anonymous writer is 
assuredly as good as that of another— 
it is enough to say, that in my view the 
author of those charges was entirely 
mistaken: not one of them is correct : 
the sermon is remarkable for qualities 
directly the opposite to those alleged. 

Such criticisms as admit of any other 
answer, in a short notice, than that of 
simple contradiction, we shall proceed 
briefly to examine. 

The first relates to the division of the 
text— the harvest truly is plenteous,” 
&c. Matt. ix. 37,38. The author of the 
sermon, under this text, considered first, 
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the extensive field for ministerial la- 
bour—secondly, the kind of labourers 
that must be employed—and lastly, the 
means of obtaining a supply of such la- 
bourers. This was a judicious arrange- 
ment, covering the whole ground of the 
text. Now behold the division which 
the reviewer would have substituted. 
He thinks it would have been more na- 
tural to have considered in the first 
place, “ the plenteousness of the har- 
vest.” Where is the difference, pray, 
between the plenteousness of the har- 
vest, and the extensive field for minis- 
terial labour? Has not the reviewer 
distinguished here, without making a 
difference? He thinks the second head 
should have been “ the fewnezs of la- 
bourers,” instead of the kind of labcur- 
ers to be employed, as Mr. Henshaw 
has it. We beg leave to differ. The 
fewness of labourers belonged more na- 
turally to the first division. It was not 
only naturally, but necessarily intro- 
duced, in showing the plenteousness of 
the harvest. ‘To make a second head 
of it, would either have occasioned 
repetition, or have destroyed the force 
and plainness of the first. It would 
have left no place for the “kind of 
labourers,” a most important topic, and 
which has no room where the reviewer 
would most awkwardly have placed it 
in the consideration of “the way to 
supply_an adequate number.” Under 
the third head, instead of the author’s 
topic, “ the means to be used for obtain- 
ing the needful supply of such labour- 
ers,” he would have preferred “the way 
to supply an adequate number.” And 
where is the difference ? Such criticism 
as this is certainly unworthy of any one 
accustomed to the composition of a 
sermon. Here remark the following 
strange observation in the review: * It 
may however be sometimes proper to 
trace the circumstances that led to the 
declaration, or the doctrine, contained 
in the text.” It not only may sometimes 
be proper, but almost always is the 
most useful method of introducing a 
discourse, as a little reflection, and a 
little reading of writers on the compo- 
sition of a sermon, will convince the 
reviewer. 

The next criticism is a curious one 
indeed. The following paragraph,” 

Vou. VIII. 
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says the reviewer, ‘ contains a very in- 
correct representation of the situation 
of the apostles, when they went out to 
preach the Gospel.” . 

The paragraph is as follows. 

** What could have been more hopeless and 
unpromising, than the work undertaken by the 
apostles? Without power, or wesith, or human 
learning, they went forth in the name of a des- 
pised and crucified Master, to revolutionize the 
opinions and habits of men, and to spread a new 
reiigion throughout the nations, in opposition to 
the wisdom ot philosophers, the power of kings, 
and the corruptions of all mankind.” See p. 7 
of the Sermon. . 

Charitably supposing the reviewer 
to have read the Acts of the Apostles, 
and the most common works upon the 
propagation of Christianity, it is very 
difficult to conceive the meaning of this 
criticism. Is not the preacher’s repre- 
sentation of the situation of the apostles 
the same as all writers have given? 
Is it inconsistent with the facts alleged 
in the review, that the apostles were 
blessed with divine assistance ; that they 
had enjoyed the company and fre t 
instructions of their Master, and™Were 
vested with miraculous powers, in their 
ministry? Could the reviewer suppose 
for a moment, that the author was so 
untaught, or so heretical, as to assert, 
in direct opposition to all the rest of his 
discourse, that the apostles were sent 
out into the wide and perilous harvest, 
with no light but that of their own rea- 
son, and no strength but that of their 
own helpless arms? How could it be 
doubted that his meaning was the plain 
idea, that to human strength and wis- 
dom, the work of the apostles was 
hopeless and unpromising? The criti- 
cism will apply as well to the 74th ser- 
mon of Tillotson, on “ the general and 
effectual publication of the Gospel by 
the apostles,” as to the discourse of Mr. 
Henshaw. Surely such reviewing as 
this is too unlicensed to be encouraged 
in the Christian Journal. 

Further on in the paper before us, 
after a compliment upon a passage “ in 
the true style and spirit of the church,” 
the reviewer remarks, that he was 
*¢ mortified to find the reverend author 
designating those as sons of the church 
who had evidently departed from this 
divine foundation.” He should have 
furnished the paragraph in which he 
thinks this designation appears, that hts 
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teaders might have judged for them- 
selves of its meaning. After perusing 
the sermon attentively, I am utterly at 
a loss to imagine to what portion of it 
the reviewer referred. Any one could 
make such criticisms upon any publi- 
cation. 

The next instance of the reviewer’s 
critical acumen is not less inexplicable 
than those we have noticed. He re- 
marks that the author, in illustrating 
the question at the ordination of dea- 
cons, “ Do you trust that you are in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Spirit to 
take upon you this office,” &c. has used 
the following expressions ; “ constrain- 
ing iniluences,” ‘ special divine influ- 
ences,” the bestowment of spiritual 
qualifications is a prerogative which 
the Lord has reserved for himself.” 
What could our critic have intended in 
the selection of such phrases? Did he 
mean to deny their rhetorical propriety? 
But who ever denied it before? and 
what theologian has not used them ?— 
Did not St. Paul authorize the first ex- 
pression, when he said, “ the love of 
Christ constraineth us?” Is it impro- 
per to say, that a man is * constrained’ 
by a desire to promote the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls, to seek the 
office of a minister of the Gospel? And 
what is the fault with “ special divine 
influences?” When a candidate asserts 
that he trusts he is “ inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghost” to take on him the 
office and ministry of a deacon, does he 
not mean that he trusts he has been 


- moved by a ‘ divine influence,’ and that 


this divine influence was a ‘ special’ in- 
fluence; ‘ special,’ inasmuch as it caused 
him to believe he should undertake a 
special office, and thus was distinguished 
from the ordinary motion or influence 
of the Holy Ghost upon the minds of 
Christians in general? And as to the 
third expression, does the reviewer deny 
that “ the bestowment of spiritual qua- 
lifications is a prerogative which the 
Lord has reserved to himself?” This 
assuredly cannot be the fact. The only 
imaginable reason for the production of 
these expressions is, that the critic in- 
tended them as examples of what he 
has afterwards denominated “ puritanic 
cant.” They certainly are as * canting’ 
and ‘ puritanic’ as any in the sermon ; 


but I suspect the reviewer could find 
expressions as big with such odious de- 
formities in the writings of Archbishop 
Laud himself. The aversion of the re- 
viewer to “ puritanic cant” may help 
to explain his meaning in the following 
lines: — But when men are told that 
they must have something in their reli- 
gious experience to distinguish it from 
the great body of believers ; that there 
must be peculiar and heart-strung emo- 
tions—it is to be feared they will look 
for feelings and impressions that may 
have little connexion with the great ob- 
ject of the sacred ministry.” How fear- 
ful some people are, lest candidates for 
orders should enter upon the ministry 
with too much zeal, and should consi- 
der themselves any more moved by the 
Holy Ghost to take that office, than be- 
lievers in general! Does the reviewer 
deny that those who are “ inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghost” to take on 
them the office of the ministry, have 
any thing in their religious experience 
to distinguish it from that of the great 
body of Christians? Does he think that 
all believers are moved by the Spirit to 
take on them this office? If they are 
not, and those called of God to the holy 
ministry are, then is there a necessary 
distinction, and a great one, in the reli- 
gious experience of the latter. But 
perhaps he would not call it ‘ religious’ 
experience. But if the inward influence 
of the Holy Ghost be not ¢ religious’ in- 
fluence, and the experience of it be not 
‘religious’ experience, what is there 
that can have the name? The same 
observation will apply to the expres- 
sion, * peculiar and heart-strung emo- 
tions.” The objections of the reviewer 
must have been awakened more by the 
sound than the sense of the phrases. 
Probably they sounded too much like 
“¢ puritanic cant.” 

The most curious of all the para- 
graphs of this review, is that in which 
it is said, that “if a candidate can in- 
telligently and conscientiously declare, 
that he trusts he is ‘ inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghost to take on him this office 
and ministry, to serve God for the pro- 
moting of his glory and the edifying of 
his people,’ this implies every thing ne- 
cessary beth as to character and qua- 
lifications.” It implies not only in the 
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view of the critic “ a high conception 
of the goodness of God in sending his 
Son” for our redemption ; but it implies 
“an extensive knowledge of divine 
revelation” !! Then a person cannot 
trust that he is moved of the Spirit, to 
take on him the office of a minister, till 
he has acquired an extensive knowledge 
of revelation: of course he must com- 
mence the study of theology in the 
dark as it were, uncertain whether he 
should ever apply for ordination: he 
can never know whether he is called of 
God, till having passed his final exami- 
nation, it has been decided that he has 
an extensive knowledge of revelation. 
I should like toknow from the reviewer, 
how extensive he supposes a man’s 
knowledge of revelation must be, before 
he can trust that he is inwardly moved 
of the Holy Ghost? I would here, in 
his own benevolent and parental lan- 
guage to Mr. Henshaw, “ admonish him 
to review all the great points of Chris- 
tian theology, and the leading arrange- 
ments of the church of Christ, with the 
aid of those illustrations which the most 
distinguished Episcopal divines have 
afforded. His performances might then 
promote the interests of that church, in 
whose service he has enlisted ” 

The reviewer complains that the ser- 
mon “ leaves this painful apprehension 
on the mind, whether any man, or set of 
men, can be influenced by the Spirit of 
God to promote his glory, or the edifi- 
cation of his people, in a way different 
from what his church has prescribed.” 
I would ask the critic, whether uacer- 
tainty would not have been a more 
suitable word than apprehension in the 
above sentence? He has left his readers 
in a like painful uncertainty, whether 
he meant the way which the church has 
prescribed for promoting the glory of 
God, or for a man to be influenced by 
the Holy Spirit. The sentence will do 
for one as well as the cther. Charitably 
supposing he meant the former, we 
would ask, how in the name of common 
sense he would have crowded that ques- 
tion into a discourse upon the present 
text? or why does it follow that Mr. 
Henshaw’s hearers were under painful 
apprehension relative to it, because he 
omitted its consideration in this parti- 
cular discourse ? 
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There remains but one criticism de- 
serving notice. It is that upon the figure 
in the following sentence: “ He may 
serve only as a flaming beacon to light 
others in the path-way of life, while 
dazzled and blinded by his own bril- 
liancy, he urges onward in the path 
which leads to the regions of outer 
darkness.” This surely is a straight- 
forward and simple figure. The critic 
acknowledges it might have been cor- 
rect, had the beacon been suffered to 
remain unmoved. But may not a bea- 
con be moved? The reviewer however 
has mistaken the passage. The mov- 
ing subject in the sermon is not the 
beacon, but the unqualified minister 
whom the former is used to illustrate. 
Before concluding this paper, as our 
critic has kindly recommended to Mr. 
Henshaw the study of the best English 
writers, I would take the liberty of ad- 
vising his own perusal of Blair’s Lec- 
tures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres. 

DELTA. 


For the Christian Journal. 


Second Report of the Board of Mana- 
gers of the Female Auxiliary Mis- 
stonary Society of Christ Church, 
New-York; adopted December 18, 
1823. 


PermitTep by the bounty of a gra- 
cious Providence to witness the return 
of another anniversary of the institu- 
tion with which they are connected, the 
board of managers cannot refrain from 
expressing their sense of gratitude to 
Him in whose cause they are engaged, 
for the success which has hitherto at- 
tended their feeble exertions. Nor, 
while the prosperous condition of the 
society demands the tribute of thanks 
to the divine Disposer of events, would 
they withhold tkeir acknowledgments 
of obligations to renewed exertions in 
increasing the usefulness of the institu- 
tion.—Comprising in the list of its 
members but a small proportion of the 
present congregation, its means of doing 
good are consequently limited to the 
contributions of a number, which might 
be considerably augmented, and which 
it is confidently expected will be aug- 
mented, by the cooperation of those 
who have hitherto been ignorant per- 
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haps of the existence of the society. It 
were needless to enumerate the motives 
which might urge to an engagement in 
furthering the cause of the Gospel: 
these have been again and again re- 
peated: yet the board cannot omit no- 
ticing the many and urgent appeals 
which are constant!y made by the in- 
habitants of the interior te their more 
highly favoured fellow creatures. Shall 
their appeals be heard? or shall they 
be treated with neglect, and immortal 
souls left eternally to perish for want of 
a little exertion on our part ?>—Much 
has been dene, but much remains to be 
effected by the labours of the missionary 
in this state. Let us then endeavour to 
strengthen their hands by our prayers, 
and by doing our diligence gladly to 
give of that, with which Ged has bless- 
ed us. 

Our receipts from annual subscribers 
have been somewhat diminished during 
the past year, from the circumstance of 
several members having withdrawn 
their subscriptions in consequence of 
their remaining at the church in Ann- 
street. The amount paid over this year 
to the parent society is 57 dollars and 
25 cents. Aitheugh the sum is small, 
we are not discouraged. We are sensi- 
ble the calls on christian benevolence 
are at present very numerous; but we 
are also sensible, where christian zeal 
is not wanting, much can be effected, 
And although the means afforded by 
this society, towards assisting the 
church in fulfijling the command of the 
Saviour, to preach the Gospel to 
every ereature,” is so very limited, yet, 
knowing that God ean perfect strength 
out of weakness, and that he will most 
assuredly water with the dew of his 
grace the weakest plant in his vineyard, 
and hath promised his blessing to those 
who shall give only a cup of cold water 
in his name,—we will still endeavour 
to “ gather up the crumbs that nothing 
be lost.” 

Feeling the importance of the cause 
in which we have enlisted, we would 
most respectfuily solicit the ladies of 
the congregation to lend their aid in 
rearing this infant institution; not 
knowing but that it may yet prove as 
** the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land,” to many who are now ignorant 


of the existence of that church, which 
God’s own right hand hath planted. 








For the Christian Journa!. 


Te annual meeting of the Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society of Al- 
bany and its vicinity was held in Tri- 
nity church, Lansingburgh, on Tuesday 
evening the 24th of February, 1824, at 
half past six o’clock. Evening prayer 
was conducted by the Rev. John Sellon, 
minister of the church in Ann-street, 
New-York ; and a sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Alonzo Potter, professor 
of mathematics and natural philosophy 
in Union college, Schenectady. A col- 
lection was then made to aid the funds 
of the society. 

The president and vice-presidents of 
the society being absent, on motion, it 
was resolved, that Guert Van Schoon- 
hoven, esy. take the chair. 

Resolved, that the Rev. Benjamin 
Dorr be appointed secretary. 

Resolved, that the thanks of this so- 
ciety be given te the Rev. Mr. Potter for 
his eloquent and appropriate sermon. 

Resolved, that this society proceed to 
elect, by ballot, the officers for the en- 
suing year. On counting the ballots, 
the following persons were declared to 
be unanimously chosen :—Philip S.Van 
Rensselaer, president; Wm. A. Duer, 
ist vice-president ; George Tibbits, 2d 
vice-president ; Guert Van Schoonho- 
ven, 3d vice-president; Henry Trow- 
bridge, treasurer; 8. D. W. Bloodgood, 
recording secretary ; Henry B. Davis, 
corresponding secretary; James Gib- 
bons, John T. Cooper, James Steven- 
son, Nathan Warren, Wm. S. Parker, 
George W. Featherstonhaugh, D, Mar- 
tin, Saiem Dutcher, D. Tomlinson, Bar- 
rent Staats, James Dexter, John R.Sat- 
terlee, John Knickerbacker, managers. 

The following clergymen are ex offi- 
cia managers :—The Rev. Mr. Butler, 
the Rev. Mr. Lacey, the Rev.Mr.Proal, 
the Rev. Mr. Potter, the Rev. Mr. Dorr. 

The Rev. Mr. Lacey then presented 
a report in behalf of the board of ma- 
nagers. ‘The following abstract exhi- 
bits the state of the treasury. 


Permanent fund $1250; interest 
thereon for one year $75; balance in 
the treasury last year $69 283 sub- 
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scriptions, collections, and the avails of 
books sold, $70 54; making in all 
$ .1482. The disbursements during 
the last year amount to $113 49; 
leaving a balance in the treasury of 
$ i101 33, exclusive of the permanent 
fund. 


On motion, resolved, that the report 
be accepted. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Lacey, 
seconded by N. Warren, esq. it was re- 
solved unanimously, that the third ar- 
ticle of the constitution of this society 
be so amended as to read as follows: 


“3. All monies now belonging to 
this society shall be a permanent fund; 
the interest arising from which, and mo- 
nies obtained from other sources, shall 
be appropriated annually for the pur- 
chase of Bibles and Common Prayer 
Books, after the said permanent fund 
shall have amounted to fifteen hundred 
dollars.” 


Resolved, that the next annual meet- 
ing be held in St. Peter’s church, Alba- 
ny; and that the Rev. Mr. Dorr be ap- 
pointed to preach a sermon on the oc- 
casion. 

Resolved, that G. Van Schoonhoven, 
esq. W.A. Duer, esq. and Stephen War- 
ren, esq. be appointed a committee to 
loan the permanent fund of thissociety. 

Resolved, that the secretary forward 
a copy of the proceedings of this even- 
ing, to be inserted in the Christian 
Journal. 


For the Christian Journal. 


Fourteenth Report of the New-York 
Protestant Episcopal Tract Society. 


Tue annual meeting of this society was 
held in Trinity church in this city, on 
Tuesday the 3d of February, 1824; 
when the board of trustees submitted to 
the meeting the following report. 


‘‘ In the fourteenth annual report of 
the New-York Protestant Episcopal 
Tract Society, the board of trustees are 
enabled to gratify the friends and pa- 
trons of the institution by an unusual 
exhibition of their labours aud success ; 
but still their satisfaction will be min- 
gled with some degree of disappoint- 
ment and regret. During the past year 
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they have-published 4000 copies of 
The Churchman’s Reasons for bring- 
ing his Children to Baptism; 8000 of 
the Tract on Episcopacy and Confir- 
mation ; 4000 of Bishop Gibson’s Tract 
on the Lord’s Day ; 6000 of the Serious 
Address to Parents on the Subject of 
Sunday Schools ; 6000 of The Penitent 
Swearer’s Soliloquy and Prayer. They 
have likewise purchased 500 copies of 
Bishop Wilson’s Sacra Privata, and 200 
copies of the Family and Private Pray- 
ers compiled from the Liturgy —All of 
these are well adapted te correct pre- 
vailing errors in opinion and practice, 
or to promote the knowledge of truth 
and growth in godliness. Among the 
careless and negligent parents who 
have been educated in the principles 
of our holy religion, and among the 
numerous converts to our church, who 
have brought along with them their 
prejudices against outward ordinances 
in general, or against infant baptism in 
particular, there are doubtless many 
whose children have never been re- 
ceived into covenant with God. And 
may we not reasonably expect, that in 
the extensive distribution of a tract cal- 
culated to arouse those who are indif- 
ferent to this subject, or to enlighten 
the ignorant and prejudiced, that some 
at least may be led to bring their chil- 
dren to baptism? Helps to a proper 
understanding of the rite of confir- 
mation are always seasonable to the 
young, who are disposed to renew the 
vows which were made for them in 
that holy sacrament; and every thing 
is valuable which may lead to atten- 
tion and inquiry, in regard to the con- 
stitution of the Christian church.—The 
tract on the Lord’s Day may get into 
the hands of many who neglect and 
profane it, and in moments of weari- 
ness and disgust with ‘the world, in 
sickness and sorrow, in seasons of re- 
pentance and moods of amendment, it 
may lead them to a better mind, may 
persuade them to observe and hallow 
this sacred rest for ever.—Ignorant 
and vicious parents are often indiffer- 
ent to the intellectual or religious im- 
provement of their children, and this 
indifference is one of the greatest hin- 
drances to the benevolent efforts of 
the directors and teachers of Sunday 


for: sina tents mete nt be me 8 





ety OER Ie eee 


nee 


Ee aly any ah ene A 


ROPE a Ei? 


et ae a | ee ae S 


oc anit et omen rene ano re Acme a 


Pe a me 








pre eT 

















i18 New-York Bible and Common Prayer Book Society. 


schools. The Plain and Serious Ad- 
dress is an earnest and affecting ex- 
postulation with them on this subject, 
which cannot be made altogether in 
vain.— The Penitent Swearer’s Solilo- 
quy and Prayer has already suggested 
holy and salutary thoughts to the pro- 
fane, and sanctified unclean lips with 
blessing and praise.—The Sacra Pri- 
vata, and Family and Private Prayers, 
will assist the meditations of the de- 
vout, and perhaps lead some to pray, 
who never prayed before. 

From the increasing applications to 
the depository, and from the thought- 
ful and unwearied zeal of the agent, 
the distribution in the past year has 
been great beyond all former example; 
14,315 tracts and devotional books 
have been given to our Sunday and 
charity schools, to masters of vessels 
and seamen, to the clergy of our own 
diocese, to applicants from other states, 
and to persons in foreign parts; which, 
with the distribution of past years, 
make an aggregate of 96,162. And 
18,793 still remain in the depository. 

This view of the proceedings of the 
Board would have been more gratify- 
ing, if the success of their attempt to 
excite a degree of interest among Epis- 
copalians in behalf of this society, had 
been proportioned to their endeavours. 
But, from the backwardness of those, 
in voluntary subscriptions, to whom a 
copy of last year’s report and some of 
the tracts were sent, and from the want 
of promptitude and exertion on the 
part of the collector, the receipts have 
been very inconsiderable. The in- 
crease of the permanent fund has been 
$91 52, from life subscriptions, dona- 
tions, and interest, which with $1,132 
15,the amount last year, makes $1,223 
07. 

The receipts for the disposable fund 
have been $88, and the balance on 
hand, at the commencement of the 
year, was $57 12, making together 
$145 12. Out of this sum, $58 6 have 
been paid for books, printing, and col- 
lector’s commissions, leaving a balance 
in the fund of $87 6. 

This is not sufficient to pay one 
quarter of the debt incurred by the 
publication of new tracts and the pur- 
chase of devotional books, and the 
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board of managers have already re- 
solved to publish some other tracts, 
which will considerably augment it. 
The call then upon the pious bounty 
of Episcopalians, to relieve the board 
from this burden, and to enlarge their 
means of usefulness, is earnest and 
pressing. ‘The operations of this so- 
ciety are humble and unobtrusive ; but 
for that very reason, the lovers of a sim- 
ple and unostentatious charity should 
seek it out, and encourage it for its low- 
liness. ‘The good which is done by it 
is certain and extensive, and the feel- 
ing of gratitude to God, for the mea- 
sure of service which, by his own gra- 
cious blessing, he has enabled it to ren- 
der towards the advancement of true 
religion and virtue, is only alloyed by 
the regret that it is not more full and 
abundant. 
By order of the Board, 
Bens. T. Onperpvonk, Ist Vice- 
Attest, President. 
Bensamin M. Brown, Sec’ry. 
Feb. 3, 1824. 


For the Christian Journal. 








Tue annual meeting of the New-York 
Bible and Common Prayer Book Soci- 
ety was held in Trinity Church, in this 
city, on Tuesday, March 2d. In the 
absence of the bishop, who is president, 
ex officio, the Rev. Thomas Lyell, 
D. D. was called to the chair. 

The Fourteenth Annual Report of 
the Board of Managers was read, ac- 
cepted, and ordered to be published. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed to be associated with the Episcopal 
clergy resident in the city of New-York, 
as the board of managers for the ensuing 
year:—Matthew Clarkson, John On- 
derdonk, John Slidell, Henry Rogers, 
George Dominick ,Gulian Ludlow,]saac 
Carrow,Richard Whiley, HenryM‘Far- 
lan, Richard Platt. 

At a meeting of the board of man- 
agers, on Friday, March 5th, the Rev. 
Benjamin T. Orderdonk was elected 
secretary, Gulian Ludlow treasurer, 
and Henry M‘Farlan agent. 

The following is the report read at 
the annual meeting. 


Durnin the fifteenth year of the ope- 
rations of the New-York Bible and 
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Common Prayer Book Society, the 
board of managers have béen enabled, 
by the divine blessing, to distribute gra- 
tuitously 246 Bibles, and 492 Prayer 
Books. Two hundredand thirty octavo 
Prayer Books have been drawn for, by 
the members, on the terms of the society. 
Anaggregate of 968 volumes, therefore, 
has been issued from’ our depository 
during the past year. The grand ag- 
gregate of issues since the formation of 
the society has been 11,675 Bibles, 
New Testaments, and books of Com- 
mon Prayer; by far the greater part of 
them gratuitously distributed. 

The only receipt into the permanent 
fund, during the past year, has been a 
contribution of $15 for a life member- 
ship; making the present amount of 
the permanent fund $5405 16. 

The receipts into the disposable fund 
have been $540 48, and the disburse- 
ments therefrom $460 91; leaving in 
the treasury a balance of $79 57. 

There are remaining in the deposi- 
tory, for gratuitous distribution, 61 Bi- 
bles, and 176 Prayer Books, which, it 
is expected, will soon be distributed. 

The board, at its last meeting, ap- 
propriated $500 for procuring Bibles 
and Common Prayer Books for distribu- 
tion during the ensuing year. 

Our operations have indeed been 
humble. But it is in his power to whom 
we look for a blessing, to make them 
effectual to the most important results. 
We may hope that some whose atten- 
tion has been arrested by the volumes 
we have circulated, have been brought 
to a sense of the error of their ways, 
and turned from darkness to light; 
that some who were insensible to their 
obligation to enter into the state of co- 
venant with God, appointed in the 
membership of his church, in which 
he is pleased to confer a title to the 
blessings of Christ’s mediation, have 
been induced no longer to delay thus 
to seek the Lord in the way in which 
he has promised to be found; that 
seme, who, though united to the church 
of Christ, yet destitute of his Spirit, and 
thus of that union with him by a true 
and living faith, whereby alone the pri- 
vileges of his covenant can be secured, 
have been brought sincerely to cherish, 
and consiste: ‘y to profess, that faith; 


that some, heretofore careless in the 
great duty of serving God in his house, 
and at his altar, have been induced to 
be so no more, and have found both 
improvement and delight in thus com- 
ing before his presence ; that some, dis- 
tracted by the almost infinite variety of 
forms under which are assumed the 
holy epithets of the religion and church 
of the Redeemer, have found a refuge 
in the primitive and evangelical order 
and worship, which, drawn from the 
Bible, are so lucidly exhibited in the 
Book of Common Prayer; that some, 
carried away by the false doctrines 
which so lamentably prevail, and which 
acquire a fictitious value by pretended 
support from the inspired oracles, have 
been brought to the knowledge and 
profession of the true faith, by the un- 
derstanding of those oracles imparted 
by a sound and pure branch of that 
“ church of the living God” which he 
has been pleased to constitute “ the 
pillar and ground of the truth.”* 

By the grace of God, we may hum- 
bly hope that some such good has at- 
tended our exertions. Let us pray that, 
by the same grace, we may continue 
the honoured instruments of promoting 
such good; and that, to this end, the 
means may be willingly and liberally 
supplied, and those who are intrusted 
with them be enabled to improve them 
faithfully and effectually. 

In recommending our society to con- 
tinued and increased patronage, we feel 
honoured in presenting it, not as a 
principal institution, but as auxiliary 
to one which has God himself for its 
Founder and Head. Acceding fully to 
the evangelical doctrine, that the church 
is the great society to which the divine 
Author of our religion has committed 
the momentous trust of preserving and 
disseminating his revealed truth, and 
securing its practical influence in the 
world, we rejoice in that feature of dur 
society whereby it is in fact a part of 
the church, recognizing her principles 
of unity in doctrine, ministry, sacra- 
ments, and worship, and thus being 
her legitimate agent in prosecuting the 
great work for which she is chartered 
by God himself. 





* 1 Tim. iii. 15, 
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In strengthening, therefore, the hands, 
and enlarging the usefulness, of such in- 
stitutions, Christians raanifest their at- 
tachment to that true Bible cause which 
embraces, in its primitive and evange- 
lical purity, the religion of the Bible. 
Thus, too, in accordance with the ge- 
nuine principles of that religion, they 
contribute to preserve the unity, pro- 
mote the prosperity, and enlarge the 
borders, of that great divine tstitu- 
tion, which preserves and disseminates 
the knowledge of scripture truth, and 
affords to men the appointed means of 
instruction, grace, and salvation. 

Signed by order of the Board, 
Tuo. Lye, Chairman. 

Attested, 

Bens. T. Onperponk, Sec’ry. 

New-York, Feb. 25, 1824. 

EGaeae(QYTm_, 

i The following printed Document has very 
recently reached us from London. Its 
great interest precludes any apology for 
the space it occupies in this Journal. | 





Letter to a Friend on the Application of 
Bishop Chase, of Ohio, in the United 
States of America, for Aid to a Theolo- 
gical School in that Diocese. 

My pear Sir, 

Soxicrrous as I trust we both are 
most deeply, for the progress of the 
Gospel of salvation, and for the suc- 
cess of the efforts for this purpose, 
which distinguish the present age and 
our Own country, our attention was na- 
turally arrested by an appeal published 
in the Christian Guardian, in behaif of 
a school for educating young men for 
the ministry about to be established in 
the Diocese of Ohio, in the United 
States of America, by its Bishop, who 
is now here applying for pecuniary aid 
to effect this object. The representa- 
tions which are made, are certainly 
calculated to excite the feelings. But 
as the acts of Christian benevolence 
should have the sanction of our deli- 
berate judgment and reflection, we 
concluded to examine this matter well 
before we enlisted in its favour. I now 
communicate to you the result of the 
examination and inquiries which I 
have made, having availed myself of 
numerous documents which, through 
various channels, have reached this 
country, relative to the Episcopal 
Church in the United States, and some 


of which I found in the British Critic 
for November last. My attention was 
directed not to the remarks of the edi- 
tor or his correspondent, but to the 
authentic documents, by which I judge 
for myseif. 

It appears that the concerns of this 
Church are managed by a body, which 
meets statedly every three years, call- 
ed * The General Convention,” which 
consists of all the Bishops, who con- 
stitute one House, and Clerical and 
Lay Deputies, who meet in another, 
and that the consent of a majority of 
the Bishops, of a majority of the Cle- 
rical Deputies, and of a majority of 
the Lay Deputies, is necessary to every 
act of this Convention. Its acts thus 
passed are binding, agreeably to the 
constitution of the Church, on all the 
Bishops, and on all the Clergy and 
Laity ; as well on those Bisbops who 
do not attend, and on those Diuceses 
whose Deputies do not atiend, as on 
those that do. [t appears that at a Spe- 
cial Meeting of this General Conven- 
tion, about three years since, the Ge- 
neral ‘Theological Seminary for the 
education of young men for the minis- 
try, which had been for some time or- 
ganized, was materially altered in its 
constitution, and according to its pre- 
sent plan was established, for aught 
that appears to the contrary on the 
journals of the Convention, without 
any opposition. That this measure, 
which united jarring views on this sub- 
ject, and removed various objections 
which existed to the institution as pre- 
viously constituted, was considered, in 
reference to the unitv of the Church, 
and to the education of a pious and 
learned ministry, as of the most propi- 
tious nature, is evident, from a very 
affecting Address which was delivered 
on that occasion by Bishop White, of 
Pennsylvania, who is one of the fathers 
of the American Episcopacy, being 
one of the Bishops originally conse- 
crated by the English Bishops. He 
observed in substance, that the spirit 
of conciliation which dictated this pro- 
ceeding, and the merging of local 
views in general policy, were, he trust- 
ed, an evidence of the fulfilment of the 
gracious promise that God would be 
with his Church always, even to the 
end of the world, By this measure, 
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the Diocesan Seminary which had sub- 
sisted in New-York was relinquished, 
and its funds transferred to the Gene- 
ral Institution; and the friends of the 
former became the cordial and active 
advocates and supporters of the latter. 
The constitution of the General Semi- 
nary appears indeed exceedingly judi- 
cious. The Bishops are all Trustees, 
with a certain number of Clerical and 
Lay Trustees, who are chosen by each 
Diocese, subject to the rejection of 
the General Convention. And the 
Trustees, when it is required by any 
member, vote by orders; so that a 
majority of the Bishops, and a majo- 
rity of the Clerical Trustees, and a 
majority of the Lay Trustees, must 
concur to render any act valid. 

But the most remarkable feature of 
the constitution of the Theological Se- 
minary, as established at the period 
mentioned, and which did not before 
exist, is that which makes provision for 
what are called Branch Schools.— 
Whenever the General Convention of 
the Bishops, Clergy, and Laity,and the 
Trustees of the General Theological 
Seminary, deem the establishment of 
a Branch Theological School, in any 
Diocese, necessary or proper, they 
have authority to establish one. I con- 
fess lam much struck with the wis- 
dom of this arrangement. It is calcu- 
lated to provide for the wants of every 
part of the Church in respect to edu- 
cation for the ministry, by that body, 
who having the guardianship of the 
whole Church, are the best judges 
when and by what mode the great ob- 
ject of theological education in every 
Diocese is to be promoted. It is also 
calculated, by preserving theological 
education under the supervision of the 
whole Church, to prevent the preva- 
lence of extreme opinions on points of 
controversy—thus to prevent parties 
or to moderate them ; and to unite all 
in those great truths in which the 
friends of evangelical religion agree. 
I am credibly informed that this con- 
sideration weighed most powerfully in 
favour of a General Theological Se- 
minary, and of Branch Schools under 
the control of the whole Church, in 
opposition to those of particular Dio- 
ceses. And that it was urged by none 
more powerfully than by the Rey. Dr. 

Vou. VII. 
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M***, of the city of New-York, the 
Secretary of the American Bible So- 
ciety, who, I understand, has been uni- 
formly the advocate of the General 
Theological Institution. I perceive, 
from a document which I looked over, 
that he is one of its Trustees, and ac- 
tively engaged in its concerns; and 
has given the most substantial pledge 
of his support, by a very liberal con- 
tribution to its funds. I consider this 
circumstance as evidence among o- 
thers, that the General Theological 
Seminary is not subservient to the 
views of a particular party; since it 
is supported by those who are repre- 
sented, with what justice I do not pre- 
tend to say, as entertaining somewhat 
different views on certain religious 
topics. 

It appears to me then, that if the 
peculiar wants of any particular Dio- 
cese, render it necessary and expedi- 
ent that provision be made in it for the 
education of young men for the minis- 
try, this may be obtained from the Ge- 
neral Seminary, by means of a Branch 
School. The proviso for schools of 


this description which now exists, was" 


not originally in the constitution of the 
seminary ; and hence, previously to 
this provision, and to others of a very 
important nature, arguments might 
be urged in favour of independent dio- 
cesan seminaries, which have now no 
force. But according to the present 
constitution of the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary, as solemnly adopted by 
the General Convention of the Bishops, 
the Clergy, and the Laity of the Epis- 
copal Church, the course, one would 
think, which fidelity to his obligations 
to that Church, and to its authority, its 
dignity, its order, and its peace, de- 
mands from any Bishop who may want 
a theological school in his own Dio- 
cese, is perfectly obvious. Let him 
apply for this purpose to the General 
Convention, consisting of his brethren 
the Bishops, and the Deputies of the 
Clergy and the Laity, and to the Trus- 
tees of the General Seminary, who 
are vested with authority to establish 
branch schoolsAnd it can hardly be 
supposed, that if the measure be a 
proper one, they will refuse their sanc- 
tion. To proceed without this sanc- 
rs would seem to me not to be set- 
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ting an example calculated to preserve 
deference to the constituted authori- 
ties of the Church, and toits unity and 
its order. 

Having ascertained the foregoing 
facts, I was led very anxiously to in- 
quire what course had been pursued 
by Bishop Chase, of Ohio, on the 
subject of his proposed Theological 
School. I do not find that he has ob- 
tained any sanction for it from the Ge- 
neral Convention of the Church, which 
met in May last, at Philadelphia, or 
from the Trustees of the General Se- 
minary, who met in New-York in July 
last. On the contrary, both these bo- 
dies have passed resolutions, pressing 
the peculiar and paramount claims of 
the General Seminary. It appears that 
having formed a flan of an indepen- 
dent diocesan school, and determined 
on a yoyage to this country to obtain 


‘funds, he wrote to the other Bishops, 


who are ten in number, for their coun- 
tenance. Ina pamphlet which I have 
seen, and which I am informed was 
published by him in America, and 
which he circulates here, he inserts 
letters from three Bishops, one who 
was consecrated in May last, approv- 
ing the plan in preity strong terms, 
another more equivocally, and a third 
with still more hesitation and caution: 
and this last, it appears from a printed 
document which I have seen, on fur- 
ther consideration, withdrew his ap- 
probation. It would seem that these 
Bishops wrote without having had an 
opportunity of consulting their bre- 
thren. And that four Bishops, at the 
head of whom is Bishop White, their 
venerable presiding Bishop, who inter- 
changed sentiments, expressed their 
opinions against the measure. These 
sentiments are contained in a letter 
addressed to Bishop Chase, by Bishop 
White, which, as well as-a former let- 
ter from him, I confess I am surprised 
Bishop Chase has not published in his 
pamphlet containing his answer tq this 
Jetter, and also the letters of some 
other Bishops. This letter from Bi- 
shop White, which, with other docu- 
ments, are contained in the British 
Critic for November last, I have read 
with attention; and I own it has very 
great weight with me, not only on ac- 
count of what appears the strength of 


its statements, but of the great respec- 
tability of the writer, who is, as I have 
already mentioned, one of the fathers 
of the American Episcopacy, and who 
has always taken an active and most 
influential part in the counsels of the 
Church. J} have seen extracts from 
two periodical publications in Ame- 
rica, expressing favourable views of 
this plan of Bishop Chase; but I can- 
not think these, which may be the sen- 
timents of the Editors merely, are to 
be considered as evidence of the sense 
of the American Church, particularly 
in opposition to the decided opinions 
ef the Bishops, and the resolutions of 
the Standing Committee of the Trus- 
tees of the General Theological Se- 
minary, and the General Missionary 
Society, which are published. 

Admitting then the force of the 
representations of the wants of the 
Church in Ohio, and elsewhere to the 
westward, the difficulty with me as to 
supporting Bishop Chase in his plan 
is, that it would seem he has not gone 
to work in the regular, constitutional, 
orderly way. He has not made a for- 
mal application to the authorities con- 
stituted by that Church, of which he 
is a member, to provide the means of 
theological education in his Diocese : 
and to suppose that if the wants be 
really so pressing as they are repre- 
sented; and if the General Seminary 
does not possess the means of supply- 
ing them, as far as they can be sup- 
plied, the Trustees of this seminary, 
and the Bishops, and the Clerical and 
Lay Deputies of the General Conven- 
tion, would refuse to sanction any ju- 
dicious measure, which promised re- 
lief to a destitute and suffering Dio- 
cese, would indeed suppose them in- 
sensible and faithless to those high in- 
terests of which they are the awfully 
responsible guardians. 

It is easy also to see, in this plan, 
the beginning of troubles. The West- 
ern States I do not find have consti- 
tuted Ohio their representative. And 
it is hardly to be supposed that they 
will be satisfied with an institution ex- 
Clusively under the control of that Di- 
ocese. Hence, there will arise numer- 
ous theological schools, imperfect in 
their arrangements, feeble in their 
character and means, various, and per- 
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haps, adverse in their principles; de- 
voted to sectional views, and laying 
undue stress on subordinate matters; 
instead of those well endowed and well 
ordered establishments, which, sanc- 
tioned, and guarded, and cherished, by 
the general authority of the Church 
at large, will bear her elevated cha- 
racter, and shine forth with her bright 
evangelical purity*and lustre. 

It does not appear to me that any 
sanction can be drawn in favour of the 
Qhio Diocesan School, from the state 
of things in this country. The Church 
of England has not legislated, as the 
Church in America has done, on the 
subject of theological education—has 
not founded one General Theological 
School, with provision for Branch 
Schools, when necessary, in any par- 
ticular Diocese. But supposing that 
the Church of England had thus legis- 
lated, by her constituted authorities, * 
and was engaged, as the Church in 
America is engaged, in a vigorous ef- 
fort for a General Theological School, 
to branch out, as those constituted au- 
thorities might direct, into subordinate 
schools; it is not to be presumed that 
any English Bishop would disregard 
these provisians, and attempt inde- 
pendent diocesan establishments. Or, 
to take other analogies. Our British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and the 
Church Missionary Society, have set- 
tled the principles, and the mode by 
which Auxiliary Societies are to be 
constituted. What should we think 
of any Auxiliary Society who should 
determine to disregard these, and to 
regulate matters entirely in its own 
way? 

I confess, wishing well to the Ame- 
rican Episcopal Church, I am much 
concerned about this business. I see, 
in the measure contemplated, the be- 
ginning of disunion. The Church of 
England is held together by the law 
of the land. Her authority, and her 
unity, and her order, are secured by 
the power of the kingdom, and vitally 
connected with its civil constitution. 
But the Episcopal Church in Ameri- 
ca, though united under an ecclesias- 
tical constitution, rests as a security 
for her unity, solely on the voluntary 
respect and obedience of her mem- 
bers. If then, in any case where the 


General Convention of her Bishops, 
Clergy, and Laity, have, with great 
unanimity, established a plan of theo- 
logical education, providing for the 
wants of every part of the Church, a 
disposition be discovered, particularly 
in any of her highest officers, to Gepart 
from it, a precedent will be set, which 
will be most injurious to her stability 
and her unity. For local views, and 
local plans, will thus prevail, instead 
of those general measures, by which 
the wisdom of her united counsels 
sought to advance her general pros- 
perity; and thus becoming distracted, 
by varying, and, perhaps, opposite 
views and interests, in losing her uni- 
ty, she will lose her strength, her dig- 
nity, and her purity. 

I say nothing of the plan of the pro- 
posed Theological Seminary, as set 
forth in a letter from a Clergyman, 
who was an agent of the General 
Missionary Society of the Episcopal 
Church, constituted for the very pur- 
pose of supplying the Western States 
with Missionaries. And it is not a lit- 
tle remarkable, that the Directors or 
Managers of this Society, consisting 
of the Bishops, and Clergy, and Laity, 
from different Dioceses, appointed by 
the General Convention, who employ- 
ed this Clergyman, have, by a resolu- 
tion which is published, disapproved 
of the application of Bishop Chase to 
this country. The plan of the school 
appears rather a novel and superficial 
one. The General Theological Semi- 
nary takes young men designed for or- 
ders, after they have graduated, or 
have passed through a course of study 
equivalent to a collegiate course; and 
then confines them to studies, strictly 
theological, for three years. In the 
proposed Ohio school, after a mere 
English education, oniy four years are 
to be devoted to classical, general, and 
theological studies !—and this in union 
with cultivating a farm! Will it be 
for the honour and ultimate influence 
of evangelical truth, to send forth a 
Clergy so inadequately qualified to de- 
fend it, and so far inferior to those edu- 
cated in other institutions? It is, I be- 
lieve, a mistake, to suppose that the 
population of the Western States are 
without intelligence, or would put up 
long with crude declamatory preach- 
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ing. I am credibly informed, that 
among them are persons of the first 
education and respectability; and I 
perceive, from an American geogra- 
phy, that there are many colleges and 
literary institutions in that country. 
Now, who would be more likely, per- 
manently, to advance amoung them the 
cause of evangelical religion? A Cler- 
gy, educated at a local school, who, 
during the short period of their course 
of study, divided their time between 
their studies and agricultural pursuits, 
and had no opportunity of rubbing off 
those local habits, and views, and man- 
ners, which so much obstruct the influ- 
ence even of talents and of worth—or 
those who, at the General Seminary, 
have laid deep and broad the founda- 
tions of theological learning ; and by 
proper intercourse with socicty, have 
acquired that knowledge of human 
Nature, and those cultivated manners, 
which, while they will never prevent 
the truly pious minister-from adapting 
himself to the lowest, will fit him for 
commanding the respect of the high- 
est, orders of society. And how much 
will the ultimate and permanent purity 
and prosperity of the American Epis- 
copal Church, in these new regions, 
depend on the character which she 
establishes, and the influence which 
she obtains, by the Clergy who first 
appear as her pioneers and heralds? 
Of all this, however, the American 
Church is the best judge: and, there- 
fore, I say, that as she has made pro- 
vision for branch schools, under her 
authority, any Diocese which wants 
them ought to have recourse to that 
authority. 

With a view to the inquiry how the 
Episcopalians in Ohio, and the other 
Western States, are to be supplied 
with Clergymen, it has occurred to me 
to endeavour to ascertain what is the 
policy in this respect of the Presbyte- 
rians, who, I understand, are far more 
numerous than the Episcopalians in 
the United States. It seems that they 
rely for Missionaries and for Clergy- 
men for the United States, on their 
General Theological Schools, which 
are situated near the sea-coast. The 
Presbyterian Church, in the Middle 
and Southern States, have established a 
General Theological School at Prince- 


ton, near to the cities of New-York 
and Philadelphia, where young men, 
from all parts of the Union, pursue 
their theological studies. The Presby- 
terians, or more properly, the Congre- 
gationalists of New-England, who are 
a distinct body, have a theological 
school at Andover, in the old settled 
State of Massachusetts, very liberally 
endowed, which annually sends forth 
Missionaries, not only to the Western 
States, but to the South Seas, and to 
Asia. Ido not see why the General 
Theological Seminary of the Episco- 
pal Church may not answer the same 
purpose. It was established for this 
purpose. Measures I find are taking, 
under the authority of the General 
Convention, to raise funds for the sup- 
port of pious young men designed for 
the ministry, and to reduce the expen- 
ses of education, with a view to the ac- 
‘commodation of students from a dis- 
tance. The institution is still in its in- 
fancy. It appears from the Journals 
of the General Convention of the 
Church, at their meeting in May last, 
that it is exceedingly cramped in its 
operations for the want of funds; and 
they earnestly press all the members 
of the Church to unite with zeal and 
liberality in supporting it. It would 
seem, that, if, in this state of things, 
a plan for a local diocesan seminary, 
independent of the general constitu- 
tion, should succeed; that the much 
hoped-for union and effort in favour of 
the General Seminary will not be ob- 
tained, and the exertions in its behalf 
will be arrested. Other Dioceses will 
think they ought to have their local 
schools, and for these, they will re- 
serve their funds; and thus the plan of 
general theological education, which, 
after many years of deliberation and of 
experiment, the Bishops, and the de- 
puties of the Clergy and Laity, in Ge- 
neral Convention, authoritatively esta- 
blished, will be defeated. 

I was much struck with the wisdom 
of a remark in the Christian Obser- 
ver, on the concerns of the American 
Church; which in substance is, that 
we are at too great a distance to judge 
of the local bearings of questions and 
measures relative to that Church. The 
course, then, of the friends of the 
American Church, in this countryy 





+ 


— a7 


RNR 











its 


nd 
Id 


hat 








April, 1824.} 


would appear to be a plain one. We 
may reverence and admire the zeal 
which dictates any plan, which has for 
its object, the extension of a Church, 
which may be considered as a branch 
of ourown. But-our support should 
not be given to a plan, of the good ef- 
fect of which, on the general interests 
of the American Episcopal Church, 
we may have reason to hesitate. And 
such must be a plan to which there is 
grave and respectable opposition in 
that Church. And it seems to me that 
we have so much of positive good to 
be effected by our own societies, that 
we necd not be at a loss for channels, 
through which to circulate our bounty. 
To any application for the purposes of 
local theological education, our an- 
swer may safely be—Your Church has 
provided a plan of a General Semi- 
nary, which admits of branch schools 
in any Diocese, and has fixed a mode 
by which they are to be obtained: Have 
recourse to this mode. Apply to the 
General Convention of your own 
Church. There surely can be no 
doubt, that a body constituted as that 
is, is the best, as it is the legitimate, 
judge of the propriety and expediency 
of the measure which you desire. And 
when it is thus sanctioned, we shall be 
safe in patronizing it. 

It appears plain to me, that unless 
this course be pursued, we shall have 
applications without number of a local 
nature, all with plausible claims ; and 
yet to which there may be serious ob- 
jections in reference to the general in- 
terests of the American Church. And 
thus,with the piousand laudable aim of 
promoting its extension and efficiency, 
we may disunite and weaken it. The 
friends of that Church should therefore 
Say to its members—Agree amongst 
yourselves—Bring forward some ob- 
ject which unites your own counsels 
and efforts, and then we may safely aid 
you in it. Otherwise, with the best 
wishes for your prosperity, which is 
inseparably connected with your union, 
we may be encouraging measures 
which will sow the seeds of dissension, 
that will start up and bring forth their 
deleterious fruits to the latest genera- 
tions. Iam, my dear Sir, 

London, Your friend, &c. 
Jan, 30, 1824, aerprana » ®. 
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Geneva College. 


Tue board of trustees of this institution 
has issued the following circular, whieh 
we insert with pleasure. 


Sir, Geneva, March 1st, 1824. 


We beg leave briefly to make you 
acquainted with thé outlines of a course 
ef education proposed to be pursued in 
the Geneva College. 

The republican institutions of these 
United States, and the general consent 
of all classes of citizens, that such in- 
stitutions can be preserved pure only 
by maintaining an unprivileged equality 
among the citizens, demand a respect- 
ful deference of every association. 

That the blessings of civil liberty— 
real blessings only when shared equally 
among all ranks of people-—may be ex- 
tended as far as possible, and continued 
as long as possible, a general diffusion 
of useful knowledge seems indispensa- 
bly necessary. This is so universally 
acknowledged by all enlightened poli- 
ticians, and is so universally received 
in these United States, both theoreti- 
cally and practically, that it needs no 
enforcement from any single institution 
of learning. 

But there is another light in which 
the diffusion of knowledge may be 
viewed as of the highest importance to 
the community at large. It is where 
practical information is communicated 
to citizens in all stations of life, enab- 
ling them to add pleasure to business, 
and extend their exertions for the means 
of domestic comfort into fields of re- 
search hitherto confined to the philoso- 
pher. 

The present extensive application of 
the discoveries in chemistry to improve- 
ments in agriculture and the various 
manufactures convenient or necessary 
to human life, demonstrate in the fullest 
manner the utility of diffusing a practi- 
cal knowledge of the arts and sciences 
among all ranks of citizens, rather than 
confine that knowledge to the closet of 
the philosopher. 

For these reasons it is proposed, 
should the plan receive the approbation 
of the honourable the regents of the 
University, to institute in the Geneva 
College, besides the regular course of 
study pursued in similar institutions, a 
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totally distinct course, in direct refer- 
ence to the practical business of life, by 
which the agriculturist, the merchant, 
and the mechanic may receive a prac- 
tical knowledge of what genius and 
experience have discovered, without 
passing through a tedious course of 
classical studies. * 

Students of certain qualifications and 
age shall be admitted members of the 
college, with all the privileges of it, to 
pursue a full course of the following stue 
dies, under the appointed instructors. 

1. Under the English professor they 
shall study the philosophy of English 
grammar, geography, rhetoric, history, 
English composition, moral _philoso- 
phy, logic, metaphysics, evidences of 
Christianity, and shall practise public 
speaking 

2. Under the professor of mathema- 
tics they thall study geometry, trigono- 
metry, land surveying theoretical and 
practical, mensuration generally, navi- 
gation, levelling with reference to ca- 
nals and aqueducts, hydraulics as ap- 
plied to machinery driven by water 
power, steam power, natural philoso- 
phy, and astronomy, with the use of 
mathematical instruments, the princi- 
ples of architectural proportions and 
bridge building, drawing of plans, &c. 

3. Under the professor of chemistry 
shall be studied chemistry, the princi- 
ples of dyeing, bleaching, &c. the na- 
ture and use of different earths and soils, 
the fertilizing qualities and effects of 
different substances, mineralogy, and 
botany. 

4. This course of study shall consume 
at least two years, and the students shall 
be classed by years, as in the classical 
departments of the college. 

6. Students pursuing this course shall 
be subject to the same number of public 
examinations in every year as are the 
classical students; and shall equally con- 
form to all the by-laws of the college. 

6. Upon the expiration of the pre- 
scribed term of study, such students in 
this minor course as shall appear, upon 
public examination, to merit it, shall 
receive from the president, on com- 
mencement day, if the president be so 
authorized by the honourable the re- 
gents of the University, an English di- 
ploma, signed by the president and pro- 


fessors of the college, and which shall 
be considered an honorary testimony 
of application to practical studies, as 
the other diploma of the cullege is of 
classical and theoretical studies. 
We are, respecttully, your most obe~ 
dient servants. SamMuEL Cott, 
Ws. S. De Zenc, 
Committee of the board of Trustees. 
ES 


The following document ought to have 
had an earlier insertion in our Journal, but 
having been necessarily omitted in the first 
instance, it has since by accident been de- 
ferred until this time. 


Certificate of the Consecration of Bishop 
Ravenscroft. 
KNOW all men by these presents, that we, 
William White, ).D. Bishop of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, Presiding Bishop ; Alexander Viete 
Griswold, D. D. Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocese; 
James Kemp, D.D. Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of Mary- 
land; John Croes, D. D. Bishop of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the State of 
New-Jersey ; Vuthaniel Bowen,D.D. Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of South-Carolina; Thomas Church 
Brownell,D.D. LL.D. Bishop of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the State of Con- 
necticut; under the protection ofAlmighty 
God, in St. Paul’s Chureh, in the city of 
Philadelphia, on Thursday, the twenty-se- 
cond day of May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
three, did then and there, rightly and ca- 
nonically consecrate our beloved in Christ, 
Joun Stank Ravenscnort, rector of St. 
James’s parish, Mecklenberg county, in the 
State of Virginia, of whose sufficiency and 
food learning, soundness in the faith, and 
purity of manners, we were fully ascer- 
tained, into the office of Bishop of the Pro 
testant Episcopal Church in the State of 
North-Carolina, to which he hath been duly 
elected by the Convention of said State. 
Given in the city of Philadelphia, the 
twenty-second day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hutdred 
and twenty-three. 


Wituam Wuirte, (L.S.) 
ALEXANDER VieEts Guiswoxp,(L.S.) 
James Kemp, (L.S.) 
Joun Croes, (L.S.) 
NaTuaNiet Bowen, (L.S.) 


Tuomas Cavacu Browns it, (L.S.) 


The Archives duChristianisme, a periodi- 
cal work published in Paris, contains the 
extraordinary intelligence that on the 6th 
of April last, M. Henhoffer, the Roman Ca- 
tholic rector of the parishes of Mullisausen 
and Steyneyg, in the Duchy of Baden, in 
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Germany, with the Baron de Gimdingen, 
his household, and forty other familjes, 
making in all 220 persons, publicly em- 
braced the reformed religion in the seig- 
norial chapel of Steyneyg; after which the 
adults received the holy communion ac- 
cording to the rites of the Protestant 
church. The affecting ceremony took place 
in a Roman Catholic country, in the midst 
of a vast assemblage of personages of dif- 
ferent religious denominations, without 
the smallest interruption or disorder.— 
London Statesman, Sept. 23. 


Ordinations, Consecration, &c. 

On Sunday the 7th of March, 1824, in St. 
Michael’s church, Bristol, Rhode-Island, 
Joseph Muenscher, A. M, was admitted to 
the holy order of deacons by the RightRev. 
Bishop Griswold. Mr. Muenscher now o- 
ficiates in the congregation recently organ- 
ized at Leicester, Massachusetts. 

In St. Andrew’s church, Philadelphia, 
on Sunday the 14th March, 1824, theRight 
Rev. Bishop White admitted to the holy 
order of deacons Mr. Matthew Matthews, 
Mr. Samuel Marks, and Mr. William Lev- 
ington. Morning prayer was read by the 
Rev. G. T. Bedell, rector of St. Andrew’s 
church, and the discourse delivered by the 
bishop. The Rev. Messrs. Boyd and Kem- 
per, of Philadelphia, and the Rev. Mr. 
Breintnall, of New-York,were also present. 

On Sunday the 21st of March, in Trinity 
church, New-Haven, Hector Humphreys 
was admitted to the holy order of deacons 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell. 

The new church in the town of Newbern, 
North-Carolina, was consecrated on the 
first of March, 1824, by the Right Rev. 
John S. Ravenscroft, D.D. bishop of the 
diocese. The church is represented as 
exceeded by none in the state for “ beauty 
of plan, quality of materials, and excel- 
lency of workmanship.” A partial sale of 
the pews has produced $ 10,000, being 
two-thirds the cost of the building. 

On Monday the 22d March, 1824, a new 
Episcopal church was organized at the 
White Plains, Westchester county, New- 
York, by the name of “ Grace Church.” 
The following gentlemen compose the ves- 
try: Richard Jarvis and Allan M‘Donald, 
wardens; William Purdy, John Horton, 
Gilbert Hatfield, James Dick, Alexander 
Fowler, Joshua Horton, William Bulkley, 
James Merrit, vestry.—On the same even- 
ing, at a meeting of the wardens and ves- 
try, the Rev. William C. Mead was unani- 
mously chosen rector. 

On the 31st of March the corner stone of 
a new Episcopal church was laid in the vil- 
lage of Brooklyn, Long-Island, by the Rev. 
Henry U. Onderdonk, rector of the parish, 
attended by several of the clergy and the 
officers of the church, The new edifice 
fronts on Washington-street, and is de- 

signed to be spacious and elegant. 
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Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

The bells of this church were imported 
in the year 1754. Their first cost in Lon- 
don was 560J.7s. 8d. sterling. The tenor 
weighs 1800 lbs. and the whole 8000 lbs, 
The captain who brought them to Phila- 
delphia made no charge. They are muffled 
gratis at the death of any of his family. 
The man who put them up came to this 
country in the same vessel ; having assisted 
in making them in London. He refused 
any compensation for his trouble, on ac- 
count of the particular attachment he felt 
for this work of his hands. He merely re- 
quested that at his death they should be 
muffled without charge. This was accord- 
ingly done, not only in his case, but that 
of his wife.—Christ church possesses two 
pieces of communion plate presented by 
Queen Anne. The history of the donation 
is engraved on them.—WVationalGuzette. 


Gospel Messenger. 

At the commencement of the present 
year a new monthly publication appeared 
in Charleston, South-Carolina, under the 
title of The Gospel Messenger, and Southern 
Christian Register, devoted, as its title im- 
ports, to the spread of the “ glad tidings 
of great joy,” to the correction of error, 
and to the great interests of the church. It 
is edited by a society of gentlemen, mem- 
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
and has the ample recommendation of Bi. 
shops Bowen and Ravenscroft. We have 
received the three first numbers, which 
give great promise of usefulness to the 
cause in which it is engaged, and therefore 
hail it welcome. It is very neatly printed 
on good paper, each number containing $2 
pages, at three dollars a year. Subscrip- 
tions will be received at the office of this 
Journal, where the work may be had. 

For the Christian Journal. 
SCRIPTURE HYMNS. 
Version of 1 Corinthians x. 12, 15. 

Christian’ is thy heart secure ? 

Humbly then thy care recal: 
Thinkest thou, thou standest sure ? 
Ah! be heedful lest thou fall. 

Are temptations ever near, 

Do they wait thee to the grave, 

Do they often seem severe ‘— 

They are such as all must brave. 

Christian! faithful is thy God ; 

He will rescue thee at length; 
Though temptations be allow’d, 
None shall be above thy strength. 
With earch danger, with each snare, 
God a near escape will show: 
Firmly then thy trials bear, 
Bravely overcome thy foe. 
_ JEDUTHUN 
Version of Zechariah xiii. 6, 7. 

Saviour! whence these marks of blood 

Streaming with thy vital flood ? 

Whence the wounds of torture fierce 

Whieh thy hands, thy bosom, pierce ? 
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I, from realms divine who bend, 
Come to earth the sinner’s friend ; 
Treach’rous friends are wounding me, 
Friends inflict this agony. 

Yet not man prevails—the Lord 
Cries, Awake, my sngry sword! 
Smite, O sword! my Son most dear, 
Smite the man who is my Peer. 


Smite the Shepherd ; he shall die, 
While the sheep my vengeance fly ; 
Christ, my Shepherd, life will yield 
His Leloved flock to shield. 
= JEDUTHUN. 

A Vision, from Ezekiel xxxvii. 
The Spirit, in a vision dread, 
Show’d me a raising of the dead. 
I saw a vale, whose verdure fair 
Was hid by bones strew’d thickly there 
Myriads of relics, far and nigh, 
Deeuying long, and very dry. 
Then He who brought me there began, 
**Can these bones live, O son of man?” 
And, as | answered, * Lord, thou know’st,” 
He bade me speak the relic host— 
* Hexr, O ye bones! the mighty word, 
Hear ye the mandate of the Lord. 


** Thus saith the Lord, I send you breath, 
And bid you now revive from death; 
Sinews I lay on you, and flesh, 

And skin to bloom with health afresh : 
Your life thus wond’rously restor’d, 

Ye shall acknowledge me the Lord.” 


While thus I sounded God’s behest, 

The bones forsook their ancient rest; 
Each sought the parts it once had known, 
All rush’d together, bone toe bone— 

In order lay each skeleton : 

Sinews, and flesh, and skin then came, 
Completing each a human frame. 

Still prostrate there through all the vale 
Ghustly these bodies lay, and pale, 

No life or spirit yet were giv’n: 

Then, bade, t cail’d the winds of heav’n— 
* Come winds! your treshness bring amain, 
Come winds, and breathe upon these slain.” 
Searcely this mandate had L spoke, 
When vital breezes there awoke; 

Fach breast the quick’ning air inspires, 
Lach heart receives the quick’ning fires,— 
‘The myriads, to the earth long lost, 

Stood on their feet, a mighty host. 

‘The vision ceased: the voice divine 
Expounded thus the awful sign— 

These relies ure my Church in grief, 

This resurrection, its relief; 

My Church decay’d shall yet revive, 

The Spirit ionttie anew, and live. 


JEDUTHUN. 











Obituary Notices. 


Rev. Philander Chase, jun. 

Died on the first of March, 1824, in 
Charleston, South-Carolina,whither he had 
gone for the benefit of his health, the Rev. 
Philander Chase,jun. minister of St.James’s 
church, Zanesville, Ohio, son of the right 
reverend the bishop of that diocese. 

Mr. Chase was admitted by his father to 


the order of deacons, at Worthington, on 
the second Sunday after Trinity, June 11th, 
1820; and to that of priests, in St. Paul’s 
church, Chillicothe, on Sunday, June 8th, 
1823. For about two years after his ad- 
mission to deacon’s orders, he continued 
in the station which he had previously 
held, of professor in Worthington college, 
performing, however, ministerial duty in 
the vicinity. He then entered upon the 
parochial charge in which he continued 
until his death. 

A delicate constitution, and much con- 
sequent ill health, rendered unavoidable 
many interruptions to the laborious and 
constant discharge of duty, for which he 
was eminently qualified by a mind of a su- 
perior order, and talents improved by 
careful and successful study ; and especial- 
ly by ardent piety, sincere devotion to the 
work to which he was called of God, and 
an enlightened and firm attachment to the 
evangelical doctrines and order of the 
church. The same circumstances, too, had 
long impressed his friends with the fear 
that his ministry on earth would be but 
short. Not less, however, on that account, 
is their sorrow, now that their fear has 
been realized. But it is not the sorrow of 
those that have no hope. A good and faith- 
ful servant, we may humbly trust, has been 
called from his post in the church on earth, 
to be united to the church inheaven. Feel- 
ing a full sense of the loss to our church at 
large in the death of so excellent and pro- 
mising a young clergyman, we rejoice in 
the alleviation of it afforded by the grace 
of God in the gospel of his Son; and con- 
gratulating them that this alleviation may 
be so fully experienced, we would express 
our sincere condolence with the bereaved 
diocese, and especially with the right re- 
verend bishop of that diocese, to whom, in 
his double relation to the deceased, the af- 
fliction must be one of double poignancy. 


Rev. Thomas Cariile. 

The Rev. Thomas Carlile, formerly rec- 
tor of St. Peter’s church, Salem, Massa- 
chusetts, died recently at Providence, 
Rhode-Island, after a protracted illness. 
We hope to be able to give, in a future 
number, some further particulars of this 
excellent and respectable clergyman. 





Calendar Notices for May, 1824. 
1. St. Philip and St. James, the Apostles. 
2. 24 Sunday after Easter. 
9. 3d Sunday after Easter. 
16. 4th Sunday after Easter. 
23. 5th Sunday after Easter. Rogation 
Sunday. 
24. 25. 26. Rogation Days. 
27. TheAscension of ourLordJesusChrist. 
30. Sunday after Ascension-Day. 


Erratum.—The marks of quotation to the néte at the foot of column 2, page 82, in our last 
number, were accidentally omitted; the reader will please to supply them. 











